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GETTING TO THE SECRET ROOTS OF THE WORK 

Gurdjieff’s Paris address was 6 rue des Colonels Renards. 

1 

The picture above, found on an old cigarette ad, features the dirigible, “Colonel Renard,” named after 

the French military engineer Charles Renard (b. 1847, d. 1905).  Renard built the first airship that could 

be steered any direction regardless of wind, and could return to its point of departure under its own 

power.   

The word “renard” is the French word for “fox,” and presumably derives from the trickster character in 

medieval literature called Reynard the Fox, also called Reynard the Red Fox.2   

The French word for “red” is “roux” (pronounced as “rue”).  In French cooking, a roux is an equal mix of 

fat and flour used for thickening.  The mixture, as it heats, turns reddish-brown, the color of reddish-

brown dirt.   There is an etymological like between “red” and Adam (adamah, the feminine form which 

translates in Hebrew as “ground,” and implies red-brown earth).  There may be a hint of the “red man,” 

those we now called “Amerindian.”  The Hebrew word for “red” is edom, which is related to “odum,” a 

Hausa word that means “red-brown.”  The Hausa language is spoken in Nigeria and is the lingua franca 

in West Africa. Both edom and odum are connected to the root word, dam, which means “blood.”  Blood 

is red in color.  (Keep in mind that a “dam” is a female parent of an animal, as well as a wall or barrier 

obstructing the flow of water). 

Red can also refer to hair color: red hair is rare, occurring in less than 2% of humans.  The bible 

attributes red hair to the negative character named Esau.  In the vernacular, “le roux” means “the red-

haired one.”  

Red hair is affiliated with the Merovingian Priest-Kings.  The Merovingians were said to be magicians 

with supernatural powers who claimed descent from Noah. In other words, they were the “root race” of 

humans that survived the flood.  Today the red-hair trait is found most frequently in Western Europe, 

particularly Scotland and Ireland, the region of the old Celtic tradition where wicca was practiced.   

The feminine form of “roux” is “rousse,” which sounds like “ruse.”  A ruse is defined as an attempt to 

give a false impression.  A ruse implies slight-of-hand, a cunning deception, a wily subterfuge, a crafty 

magician’s trick. The trick is to hide the truth and create a false sense of reality.   

 

                                                           
1
 https://av8rblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/22.jpg?w=492&h=253 

2 Pupils of Gurdjieff will probably associate the name “Reynard” with the artist and Movements teacher, Paul 

Reynard (1927-2005).    
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Keep in mind, for future reference, that the sound of the word “ruse” can bring associations with 

“Russia,” currently the largest nation on earth; and also remember that the opening words of In Search 

of the Miraculous are “I returned to Russia in November, 1914, that is, at the beginning of the first world 

war . . . 

Then pay attention to the second paragraph immediately following, which begins with the words 

When leaving Petersburg at the start of my journey  . . . 

It was precisely in Russia, in 1914, at the beginning of the First World War, that the name of the city of 

Saint Petersburg was changed to Petrograd, reportedly because it sounded less German.  There may be 

more to it.  The word “burg” may be defined as a walled town, a place fortified by a wall of rock and 

stone.  Ouspensky left Petersburg at the beginning of his journey in search of the miraculous, and he 

returned to Petrograd (the word “grad” implying graduation to a higher level, having attained a higher 

degree of knowledge) at the start of the First World War.  History shows that the War was fought 

between the Allies (Britain, France, Russia, Italy, and the U.S.) and the Central Powers (Germany, the 

Ottoman Empire, Bulgaria, and Austria-Hungary).   The cause of the war was attributed to the 

assassination of the archduke of Austria-Hungary, Franz Ferdinand, purportedly by the secret group 

called “the Black Hand.”  The First World War turned the entire civilized world upside down.   

There was a lot to think about.  It was difficult to know where to begin or what to leave off.    

Looking again at the word “red,” its Latin derivation is “rubeus,” and it is linked etymologically to the 

South African plant “rooibos,” which resembles a broom.  The strange thing is that the broom plant is 

yellow, not red, and the word rubios has a connection to “blond-haired.”  The words caused a sudden 

shift in the direction of thought.  Seemingly out of the blue my mind became attracted to the memory of 

a picture of the 45th President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, whose hair color is blond.  Some 

say it is dyed.  What is going on here?   

 

The word “blonde” is described as pale yellow.   

My thoughts turned to the book by Griaule and Dieterlen, The Pale Fox, held to be an important work in 

the study of the tribal culture of the African Dogon.  It was first published in 1945 in French, as Le 

Renard Pale. 
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But the book’s cover, instead of a fox, depicted a peculiar-looking fish.   

Yes, I was finding things pretty “fishy,” alright.  I was remembering how I had mentioned the Dogon in 

my first book, Aristoxenus’s Ghost (p. 52), where I had written about the “abominable fish beings” of the 

Babylonians, and their possible connection to the Nommos of the aboriginal Dogon; and also in my 

second book, Nearly All and Almost Everything, where I had connected their teachings to the musical 

interval of the limma (256/243), that interval which apparently had intimate musical association with 

the “kitharodic nomos” of the ancient Greek musicians, 28 in number.   

The ancient Hebrews (whose number was affiliated with 6 and the “star of David”) fought against those 

who worshiped the fish-god (whose name had been slightly altered to Dagon).  The Babylonian Talmud 

forcefully condemned those astrologers of Dagon whose non-rational approach to understanding the 

movements of the heavens was based upon sorcery.  The magicians were to be shunned like the plague 

by god-fearing Israelites.  I wondered if perhaps the Hebrew priest-caste was intent of preserving the 

“rational knowledge” of the decimal system, and had closed their mind, had refused to consider the 

possibility that there might be a different system, one that could lead to more efficient data encryption 

and better error-correcting codes.   

Today’s computer experts recognize such a system, and call it the Data Encryption Standard (DES).  In 

this system, there are 56 bits which are divided into two 28-bit halves, and each half is treated 

separately. 

The words had a startling effect for one who was an avid student of Gurdjieffian lore.  They call to mind 

that story about a certain Boolmarshano (“a science book”) incised by the hand of the three-brained 

being, one “Makary Kronbernkzion [who] “on account of his scientific merits,” was worthy to become a 

full-fledged member of the learned society Akhaldan.  Due to earthly calamities, the Boolmarshano was 

lost, and then found centuries later, only to be cavalierly divided into two halves by those ignorant of its 

meaning.  Each half was subsequently allotted to a different community, and treated as a very valuable 

but totally incomprehensible relic from the ancient past.  Gurdjieff, I had no doubt, was dropping clues 

about the system in current use, the Data Encryption Standard (DES), which does indeed take the two 

28-bit halves and treat each separately!   

About this Makary Kronbernkzion it was said that “in every part of his entire presence, the hope 

gradually began to arise and ultimately even the conviction became definitely fixed that conscious 

labors and intentional sufferings might transform him from a nothing into a ‘something.’  And then he 

began to labor consciously with a complete mercilessness towards his denying-part and to create 

intentionally disturbing conditions for this denying-part of his.  Moreover he began to actualize these 

conscious labors of his and intentionally created conditions of his exclusively only in the manifestations 

and perceptions in the sphere of those duties of a responsible being which he had taken upon himself, 

that is to say in the matter of scientific investigations.  It was just during that period of his existence that 

he understood certain cosmic truths.”3   

                                                           
3
 See Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 1133 
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Given the interval 256/243 (the musical limma, a word, by the way, which means “leftover”), I found it 

instructive that my own diagram (which I, too, had discovered only after laboring consciously for a long 

time and with a complete mercilessness towards my denying-part) depicted a kind of “Musical 

Boolmarshano. “   

The “outer boundary value” of the “Musical Boolmarshano” presents us with the denominator (243) and 

the numerator (256) of the little limma itself.  The limma connects the two separate parts (here 

described as “heaven” and “hell”) into one unified whole.  I let the numbers speak for themselves.   

 

THE MUSICAL BOOLMARSHANO 

HEAVEN 

    NR          1.2914  x  10
8 

3
17 

        3
17   

3
12

 = 243          
       43046721 3

16
 

 All numbers are powers of 3 and add to 9  14348907 3
15                              

 
       4782969  3

14
 

       1594323  3
13   

 
    PC   531441  3

12 
                       

           HOLY PLANET PURGATORY 
    PC   524288  2

19                 
 

       1048576  2
20  

  
       2097152  2

21
 

 All numbers are powers of 2, and   4194304  2
22

 
 by gematria, cycle through the canon:  8388608  2

23
 

 2 4 8 7 5 1 2 4     16777216 2
24                                   

 
       33554432 2

25
 

       67108864 2
26

 

    NR   1.3422 x 10
8
 2

27  
             2

27  
2

19 
= 256      

           HELL 

The pit of “hell” is defined by what I have called the “New Ratio” (NR) as elaborated in my earlier books. 

The division into two separate parts shows the world as a duality.  There are the two powers: the 

powers of 3 (theos, theta) and the powers of 2 (diabolos, delta).  The “higher powers” (presumably 

representing heaven and goodness) range from 317 down to 312.  The “lower powers” (representatives of 

hell and evil) begin at 219 and descend down into the “pit,” 227.   

Gurdjieff, the chapter “Art,” goes into some detail regarding the two Greek letters “theta” and “delta” 

which, he says, were used in ancient times to relate to “good” and “evil.”  However, due to man’s 

deteriorated reason, this underlying meaning has been lost.  For example, in contemporary Russia, the 

people there still retain the sense of the meaning of these two consonants, although they cannot 

pronounce them.  On the other hand, the people in modern day England, although they are able to 

pronounce the consonants “almost as the ancient Greeks,” have retained no sense of their significance, 

and in fact often use them in words that have opposite meaning.4   

                                                           
4
 BT. Bk. II, p. 89 - 90 
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Something else may also be noted in my “Musical Boolmarshano.”   In between the two vying powers 

there is a gap, 312/219, which, as simple calculation shows, amounts to the infamous “Pythagorean 

comma” (the value 1.0136433, taken to seven decimals).  This interval must surely represent that region 

called “Purgatory,” that “Holy Planet” which forms the basis for Chapter 39 in Beelzebub’s Tales.  This 

chapter, “The Holy Planet Purgatory,” begins on p. 681, which, when divided from the totality of pages 

(1135) turns out to be a near approximation to the golden mean, 1.6.  (The division actually results in 

1.66666666…., in fractional values 15/9, the musical values sounding the notes B/D, the harmonic 

interval of the major sixth).    

 

There is yet more to be seen from this “science book.”  For one thing, note that the final number, 226, 

when divided by the approximate speed of light (186624), is 359.59396, which lacks the number of 

degrees in a perfect circle by the amount of the Pythagorean interval called the “schisma,” 1.0011292.  

By the same token, the New Ratio, 227 below the line, when divided by the speed of light (186624) lacks 

the number of degrees in the circle, doubled (or 720 degrees), also by the amount of the Pythagorean 

“schisma,” 1.0011292. The interval of the schisma is found at the lower right-hand region of my 

picturesque “Musical Tree” (which I also discovered after only after laboring consciously for a long time 

and with a complete mercilessness towards my denying-part).    

My Musical Tree, its branches laden with the fruits of Pythagorean musical intervals, is shown below.   

THE MUSICAL TREE 

    OCTAVE 2 
 

   FIFTH 1.5     FOURTH    1.3333333 

        MAJOR TONE  1.125 
 

   APOTOME  1.0678711     LIMMA    1.0534979 

           PYTHAGOREAN COMMA    1.0136433 

   COMMA DIESIS  1.0125    SCHISMA     1.0011292 

 
           DIASCHISMA    1.011358 

 

 
Looking back again at the “Musical Boolmarshano,” I saw how the limma (254/243) and the Pythagorean 

comma (531441/524288) at the ends of the brackets were the determinants defining “outer” and 

“inner,” respectively.  I divided the numerator of the PC by the denominator of the limma (531441/243).  

This gave 2187.  Next, I divided the denominator of the PC by the numerator of the limma (524288/256), 

which is 2048.  Then I divided these two numbers: 2187/2048.  For musicians adequately steeped in 

ancient Greek music theory, this fraction acts as a bright neon light flashing out the words “apotome.” 
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The apotome was reportedly held in great secrecy, and revealed only to high initiates of the 

Pythagorean Brotherhood of Harmonists.   Why was this ratio so special?  Perhaps because when it 

forms an intimate relationship with the limma the union produces the major whole tone (9/8), which is 

the principle interval in all musical scale systems.  This is probably getting close to what Gurdjieff meant 

when he spoke of a “wholly-manifested-intonation.”   

The four intervals of major whole tone (9/8), apotome (2187/2048), limma (256/243), and Pythagorean 

comma (531441/524288) find their place on the middle region of the Musical Tree figure.   

It is precisely this middle part that is missing in the “Boolmarshano.”   I had labeled the middle region 

“Purgatory,” the part in between “Heaven” and “Hell,” but so far no scale intervals were apparent here.  

The three regions described the forces called “good” and “evil,” and the one in between which 

contained both.   

Gurdjieff writes about these three forces in the chapter titled: “Man’s Understanding of Justice,” where 

he explains how the maleficent idea about external Good and Evil arose.  The third independent World 

force, he says, is “nothing else but only the result of the clash everywhere and in everything of these 

two fundamental descending and ascending independent forces.”5   

Again, I was certain that the objective meaning of “good” and “evil” could now find objective musical 

representation.    

As they now exist, the two separated worlds are incommensurate, even hostile to one another.  Plato, in 

Timaeus, spoke of them as “fire” and “earth,” and said that they required a bond of union, a third thing, 

if harmony is ever to come upon them.  As they are, they war with one another constantly.  

Mythologically they are identified with the Devas and Asuras, and their activities make up the stories 

concerning the “wars of the gods.”   

In myth, these two powerful armies of gods and demons are the polarized forces, each group having a 

center of power.  The Lucifer center is called Agartha.  The followers of this, the Right-hand path, 

specialize in White Magic: in astral projection and astral communication, and concentrate on giving 

sustenance to those celestial powers intent on furthering man’s rule by the higher means of the mental 

faculties.  Their access to the astral plane gives them abilities to penetrate into man’s head, to know his 

thoughts.  They are the Illuminati.  On the Left-hand path are those advocates of Ahriman, whose center 

is called Shamballah. They are the Black Magicians, the ones who seek to immerse man and keep him 

interested only in the world of matter.  They foster the escalation of materialistic desires in order to 

curb man’s real creative potential, his genius, his extrasensory powers.  They advocate the use of drugs 

and sex and perversities in order to aid in their goal of bringing mankind down to the abyss of hell, the 

prison-world of the body whose only end is certain dissolution and death.   

Let’s look further . . .  

                                                           
5
 BT, Bk. 3, p. 329 
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In the ancient Vedic Creation hymn [10.129] we read that: (5) “Their cord was extended across.  Was 

there below?  Was there above?  There were seed-placers; there were powers.  There was impulse 

beneath; there was giving-forth above.  (6) Who really knows?  Who will here proclaim it?  Whence was 

it produced?  Whence is this creation?  The gods came afterwards, with the creation of this universe.  

Who then knows whence it has arisen?  (7) Whence this creation has arisen – perhaps it formed itself, or 

perhaps it did not – the one who looks down on it, in the highest heaven, only he knows – or perhaps he 

does not know.”   

The “cord” stretched across the two regions (the bracket on the Boolmarshano ) is the limma.   

The limma is a paradox, a very great enigma.  Is the limma first or last, the father or the son?  Is the 

inside or the outside?  Is it at the center or the periphery?  In Hebraic tradition, according to both 

Maimonides (Rambam) and Nachmanides (Ramban), at the moment creation occurred (the beginning of 

space and time), God withdrew himself from the center of eternity to create a hollow, or gap, where he 

placed an embryonic portion of Himself.  This portion was in the form of a minute pseudo-substance 

from which everything coming into being is made.  In the Rg Vedic Creation hymn [10.121], “In the 

beginning the Golden Embryo arose.  Once he was born, he was the one lord of creation.  He held in 

place the earth and sky.  Who is the god whom we should worship with the oblation?”   

The story goes on to state that this gap is the first cosmic location of intelligence, from which 

consciousness (light) comes into the world.  This point-limit is called bindu in the Indian tradition.  Being 

the potential for manifestation of all and everything, the bindu is sometimes identified with the Self, the 

soul or I.  The I is the One Lord of Creation. 

The One Lord of Creation 

NR 1.2914  x  108  317 
  PC 531441  312 

                            Bindu                               I 

    PC 524288  219 
  NR  1.3422  x  108 227 

 

“The Lord our God.  The Lord is One”.  The bindu is indeed the Lord, the number 1, as shown below.  As 

the third, the reconciling part, it is the binding force.  The bindu “joins in holy matrimony this man 

(powers of 3) and this woman (powers of 2).”   

As ancient texts attest, and as the Boolmarshano will demonstrate, the bindu is dual-natured.  The 

higher part, called Nous (Mind), the “sun of God,” comes from powers of 3, and describes the infinite 

decimal 0.9999999.  The lower part Logos (Word, the power of speech), “born of woman,” derives from 

the canon of numbers and powers of 2.  Thus the soul is the connecting link between the higher and the 

lower parts.  At the same time, the bindu in its higher aspect, Nous, is undeveloped.  As yet, it is only “in 

embryo.”  It is “the Golden Embryo” of the Rg Vedic hymns.   
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      MIND/Heaven/Father 

    NR          1.2914  x  10
8 

3
17 

       
    9   43046721 3

16
 

All Heaven numbers add to 9 9   14348907 3
15                    

3
17  

3
12

 = 243 = 3
5
 

    9   4782969  3
14

 
    9   1594323  3

13   
 

    9 PC  531441  3
12 

                  
       SOUL/Purgatory/Son 

9   177147  3
11 

9
 

x 2/3  118098  3
10

/2
1 

9 x 4/3  157464  3
9
/2

3 

9 x 2/3  104976  3
8
/2

4
 

9 x 4/3  139968  3
7
/2

6
 

First ten  numbers add to 9  9 x 2/3  93312  3
6
/2

7
 BINDU In Between Part 

9 x 4/3  124416  3
5
/2

9
 

9 x 4/3  165888             2(3
4
/2

10
) 

9 x 2/3  110592  3
3
/2

12 

9 x 4/3  147456             2(3
2
/2

13
) 

     Two rows of numbers   6 x 2/3  98304  3
1
/2

15
 

     follow no pattern  5 x 4/3  131072  3
0
/2

17 

     BODY/Hell/Mother 
    2 PC  524288  2

19                 
 

    4   1048576  2
20  

  

    8   2097152  2
21

 

All numbers that are powers of 2, 7   4194304  2
22

 

by gematria, cycle through canon    5   8388608  2
23

 

 1 2 4 8 7 5; 1 2 4  1   16777216 2
24                        

2
27  

2
19 

= 256 = 2
8
 

    2   33554432 2
25

 

    4   67108864 2
26

 

    NR   1.3422 x 10
8
 2

27  
             

The purgatorial realm begins to look suspiciously similar to a capacitor, something able to store energy.  

Also called a “condenser,” the capacitor has the capacity(and presumably lacks the resistance) to work.  

It consists of a non-conducting dielectric film sandwiched in between two conducting surfaces.  The 

capacity of the conductor is defined as the property of a body expressed by the amount of electricity 

required to give it a potential greater than its surroundings; or the ratio of stored electrical charge to the 

potential difference between the two electrodes. 

Other dictionary definitions of “capacity” include: (1) the ability to receive or contain; (2) cubic extent; 

(3) carrying power.  There is a “female” aspect here: a gravid uterus; pregnancy.  But before conception 

can occur, there must first be a buildup of a strong electrical current between male and female.  And 

here we come to the idea that the ancient scale is, in fact, a battery cell.  The battery, as it relates to 

electricity is: “two or more primary cells, dynamos, etc. for the purpose of building up a strong electric 

current.”  The concept of “two or more, working together” is important.  For example, in baseball, a 

“battery” is “the pitcher and catcher together.”  In military terms, a “battery” means two or more pieces 

of artillery.   These ideas return us to our original topic.   
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TRUMPHATS OF THE LORD 

“Whoever wants to know the heart and mind of America had better learn baseball, the rules 

and realities of the game.” 

Jacque Barzun6 

 

The baseball cap is a very, very potent symbol of American culture, as Donald Trump well knows.  

Accordingly, he has made the red baseball hat a Trump trademark.  During his presidential campaign, his 

red cap featured the words “Make America Great Again.”   

 

After his presidential win, he sported a new slogan.  His new red hat, instead of “Make America Great 

Again,” simply said “USA,” and it had the number “45” stitched to the side, referring his position as 45th 

president of the United States.7  

Despite the Trump image as a potentate or kingly billionaire, the headgear orchestrated to represent 

him belies the rich-man persona.  It is an image purposefully manufactured by Trump and his 

nominating committee.  Unlike a crown (which is hard and valuable), the cap is soft and cheap and 

suggests “a regular guy.”  The wearing of the baseball cap, whether or not it is recognized consciously by 

the masses, nonetheless presents Donald Trump as having the demeanor of a commoner, as being “one 

of us.”  Very effectively it removes him out of the company of the other wealthy and powerful (and 

hard-headed) aristocrats (those in whom we place our distrust), and brings him down to the level of 

ordinary man (someone softer, someone who shares our common interests).  That baseball cap, I 

believe, was instrumental in helping to get him elected.  

No question that choosing the baseball cap was a brilliant maneuver.  Think about it.  The President-

elect will soon assume the title of “Commander-in-Chief” of the United States Armed Forces, according 

to Article II, Section 2, Clause I of the Constitution.  The cap donned by Trump puts him “in uniform,” in 

the company of those who serve.  Take, for instance, the current trend in the military, which is to 

replace hard helmets and substitute in their place the softer, cheaper, and more comfortable baseball 

caps.  Examples of armed forces using them as part of the uniform include the Army (parachute riggers 

wear red baseball caps), Navy (its submarine forces), Air Force (civilian auxiliary), and Coast Guard.  

Some armed police units (for instance, SWAT) often exchange baseball caps for helmets; and state 

patrols and sheriff’s offices as well as metropolitan police and private security agencies and surveillance 

teams also frequently use baseball caps, citing their practicality and cheapness.  Thus it seems not 

                                                           
6
 Jacque Barzun was a Columbia University professor, historian, and noted cultural critic who died in 2012 at the 

age of 104.  The title of his last book, From Dawn to Decadence: 1500 to the Present, says it all.   
7
 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-baseball-hat-45th-president-usa-cap-sale-

merchandise-voter-recount-jill-stein-twitter-a7444251.html 
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terribly far-fetched to think that the red baseball cap worn by Donald Trump is intended to serve as a 

reminding factor (subconscious or otherwise) to a member of the trained militia that he is “one of 

them,” and will back them in their efforts.   

The military-industrial complex is one thing.  It defines the forces called the “arms” of society.  The 

armed forces work from “top down.”  Following the orders of the higher ranking commanders, the 

soldiers, shoulder to shoulder, act to protect and defend the constitution. 

But Trump’s cap managed to snag that other large contingent, as well, the “legation” known as the 

religious community, whose function is to give a “leg up” to the higher ideals that underlie and support 

the moral fabric of society.  The “legate,” a member of the clergy, is the steward of the pope, or his 

deputy.  The legacy of the religious is to work from “bottom up,” mending the souls (or is it soles?) of 

the congregation, starting with the feet on the ground (the prodigious feat that moves matter). 

 
How did that happen?  Ordinarily the arms and legs work in opposition (i.e., in human bipedal walking, 

the natural movement is that the arm swings with the motion of the opposite leg). The two arms and 

two legs, “Forming Two’s,” serve as the servants of the organization.  Granted, it is undeniable that 

baseball metaphors and references permeate virtually every area of popular culture.  The game of 

baseball is how we define ourselves as “Americans.”  In our secular society the baseball cap itself can 

serve as a cultural image, an icon.  That is because baseball is America’s “civic religion.”  It deals in “civil 

law,” the rules of the game.  Trump, true to form, playing the trump card, was able to collect substantial 

votes from both sides.  It was no big surprise that on Trump’s merchandise website, preceding the 

election, there was a Christmas ornament in the shape of a baseball hat!  The advertising said it cost 

$149.00, was made of brass, and finished in 24 karat gold.  The icon concerns sacred law, or what is 

called “laws of morality.”   

 

 

Some conscientious objectors may be asking: How can a secular baseball cap be a sacred religious 

symbol?  Granted, on the surface the association appears ludicrious, or sacrilegious, or even 

blasphemous!  At best, the selling of the baseball hat as a “Christmas decoration” appears to be in poor 

taste and shows a lack of judgment and restraint.  Therefore it is understandable that some followers in 

the Trump camp are reticent to affiliate themselves with such a merchandizing campaign.  After all, why 

should it be necessary, in order to obtain cash flow and/or snag votes, to tread on the corns of the 

Christians?   

Wait a second!  The Donald wasn’t the first VIP to sport a baseball cap!   There it was on the head of 

actor George Burns in the hit 1977 movie “Oh, God!”  
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In the movie script, “God” (played by Burns) picks a common grocery store clerk (played by John Denver) 

to serve as his earthly messenger, stating the reason for his choice: "You're like the lady who's the 

millionth person across the bridge and gets to meet the governor. You're better than some people, and 

worse than others, but you came across the bridge at the right time."   

The same might be said for Donald Trump, who just happened to cross the bridge at the right time.  

Certainly no one expected him to be the “chosen one,” not even he himself.  But once he had “heard 

God’s voice,” his actions from that point onward were not unlike those John Denver’s character in the 

movie: Trump bucked the establishment and spoke his mind.  As for what happens next in the real life 

scenario, that outcome yet remains to be seen.   

Regarding the Christmas ornament and its potential for “treading on toes,” let’s hold our final verdict 

until all the evidence comes in.   

Before proceeding further, be forewarned.  Suffice it to say that the evidence about to be uncovered 

here indicates that deep beneath the surface there is something r e a l l y fishy going on.   

 

The picture below depicts a 1911 baseball card with a portrait of Cy Young of the Cleveland Naps.  

However, instead of the game of baseball, the appearance of the card conveys a grim “militaristic” 

stance.  Behind the head in the photo is the symbolic baseball diamond, but for some strange reason it 

conjures up the image of a fish.  The player’s shirt collar and the V-necked garment only add to that 

peculiar impression of a fish and its tail.   

8 

Notice the letter “C” (presumably standing for “Cleveland”) which appears on the bill of the hat, as well 

as in the upper-right hand corner of the card.  Pay attention to the fact that the team name “NAPS,” 

spelled in “mirror writing” (i.e., letters reversed), becomes SPAN.  Supposedly “C-SPAN” (which is the 

acronym for Cable-Satellite Public Affairs Network) was only created in 1979 as a public service, but 

maybe its conception was already “in the cards,” so to say, much earlier.  One might even conceive that 

the holey item at the lower left-hand corner suggests a “net.”  

                                                           
8
 http://images.metmuseum.org/CRDImages/dp/web-large/DP844856.jpg 
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The Greek word for “fish” (ichthys) generally translates as “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”9  The pagan 

symbol is ancient, was synonymous with the Great Mother culture of the sixth millennia B.C., and 

connotes fertility and the feminine principle.  The fish (Latin, piscis) is the “belly” or “womb” or “sac” 

(vesica) which houses the new life, Christos.  The “vesica piscis” symbol was adapted by the early 

persecuted Christians who used it as a secret sign. It found its way into the rites and rituals of the 

church, where it remains today, for instance, in the bishop’s mitre (the pope’s hat!) worn by prelates.   

Much earlier, the fish was the sacred symbol for the fish god Vishnu (the Savior of the world at the time 

of the deluge).  Today the “sign of the fish” is found on car bumpers and other unlikely places, where it 

advertises the name of Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.   

 

There is something else to mention about the fish as it relates to the baseball cap.  The most “iconic” 

part of the baseball cap is its bill.     

There is a type of fish called “billfish.”   

 

The billfish refers to the predatory species of fish (of the taxonomical family “istiophoridae”).  The 

biological characteristic of a billfish is its spear-like rostrum which acts like a sword, and with which it 

can cut and slash its prey.  Jesus said “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; I came come not 

to send peace but a sword” (Matthew 10:34).  Is Donald Trump the “sword”?   Will he serve as the 

means by which the biblical prophecy—“a man shall be at variance against his father, and the daughter 

against her mother”—is fulfilled?   

Another definition of “prey” is “game.”  A game, whether it be baseball or football or soccer or some 

other, pits one side against the other.  The word “prey” sounds like “pray.”   

I recalled the words of Gurdjieff’s pupil, Michel Conge, who wrote in Inner Octaves (p.119), “I begin to 

feel that it’s an extraordinary game.”  (Another definition of prey, by the way, is “game”).  Some pages 

later (p. 129) he writes “I enter into this game—the great cosmic game that, without knowing it, I 

already am—or else I don’t enter into it.  Either this game, like some kind of immense machine, grinds 

me up and transforms me into another substance, or the opposite happens and ‘I’ appears.  For my part, 

I see no alternative.  Do you understand?  Without the appearance of that ‘I’, there is no search.  The 

middle way, the fine line . . .”   

                                                           
9
 The Greek letters are Iota (i), Chi (ch), Theta (th), Upsilon (y), Sigma (s).  A Gurdjieffian may be remembering the 

Movement titled “Greek Letters.” 
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Returning to the topic of the dirigible, “Colonel Renard,” I reflected upon the word “colonel,” which 

signifies a commissioned officer in the armed forces, typically the next-to-highest rank, the one directly 

below a brigadier general.  Those in the armed forces are “soldiers of the cross” who fight for the “noble 

cause,” and who are willing to go to war, to sacrifice their lives in order to defend and protect the 

country against foreign invaders.  The words made me think of white blood cells, whose duty is to 

protect the body from disease and infection.  The white cells act as the Department of Defense.   

While there are five branches of the military: Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, and Coast Guard, only the 

first four are under the Department of Defense.  The fifth part, the Coast Guard, was originally part of 

the Transportation Department, and only recently was re-designated as part of Homeland Security.  

How instructive to be aware that red blood cells (which give blood its red color) are not part of the 

“Defense” team, and do indeed serve as the Transportation system, transporting oxygen to the tissues.   

The term “coast” signifies the boundary between sea and land.  The “coastal zone” is where an 

interaction between the armed forces occurs. 

The French word “colonel” is pronounced in English as “kernel,” although no one really knows why. The 

kernel (colonel) is the seed, or stone, or rock at the core of the fruit, usually the edible part inside the 

outer husk or shell.  The branches of the armed forces are sometimes referred to as the “corp”: the 

Army Corp, the Marine Corp, and so on.  In the usual pronunciation of the word “corp” the “p” is 

omitted, although no one really knows why.  The omission makes “corp” identical in sound to “core.”   

The military Corp is the agency set in place to protect the corporate welfare (meaning the welfare of the 

bodily organization).  The armed forces, to be effective, need arms.  The alliance formed between the 

country’s military and the arms industry that supplies the weapons for war is called the “military 

industrial complex (MI complex, or MIC).   

Although the military industrial complex is microcosmic in relation to the whole nation, the thing can 

grow to such proportions that it takes on a life of its own.  In his 1961 farewell address, then-President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower (who, of course, had been a celebrated military general) warned the nation about 

increasing the power and authority of the military-industrial complex.  In contrast, now-President 

Donald J. Trump, in his first Joint Address to Congress, proposed to cut money from domestic programs 

and hand it over to the MIC in unprecedented amounts, an act which, he said, would ensure that 

America stays strong.  What some fear is that the hideous strength of the MIC, growing like a weed (or is 

it seed?) will allow it to take over as a coercive monopoly.  When given unprecedented powers, the 

authoritarian organization, instead of protecting man’s freedoms, will remove them entirely.  Instead of 

a republic (a government “of the people, by the people, for the people”), the country becomes a 

totalitarian state ruled by a dictator.   

Such fear is not unreasonable.  Consider, for instance, what happens to the body (the “corporation”) 

when there is an overabundance of white or red blood cells.  The proliferation of white (Lat. 

leuk,”white”) calls results in the usually-slow death by terminal cancer called leukemia; while too many 

red cells can, for one thing, cause clotting and sudden death by heart attack.  Either way, early-lately, 

fast or slowly, the entity dies.   
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The white cells and red cells call to mind the Russian Revolution.  Historical records show that it was 

ignited in 1917 by Trotsky, a comrade of Lenin, who was made commissar of war in the new Soviet 

regime.  The forces led by Lenin and Trotsky (the Bolsheviks) were the “Reds,” while those that opposed 

them were called the “Whites.”  The “Whites” were affiliated with the monarchy and royalty and the 

Czar, while the “Reds” were the communal “Common Man,” fighting for equality, presumably 

advocating a “classless society.”  The Red agenda will surely remind Gurdjieffians of the disreputable 

character Lentrohamsanin, whose name suggests the Red leaders Lenin and Trotsky, and possibly the 

biblical Ham, another rather unsavory character affiliated with wine and drunkenness).   

In regards to the Czar, Gurdjieff, in the chapter “Russia,” mentions “alcoholism” (p. 612) and 

“crapulence” (which means drunkenness and intemperance), and writes about the struggle with 

alcoholism carried out in “The People’s Building of the Emperor Nicholas II”); and goes on to write about 

“orders” and “regimentals” and “His Majesty the Czar.”  Just preceding that paragraph he mentions “an 

exitless magic circle.”  Immediately following the part about the Czar he links Russia with ancient China, 

and specifically with “a china figure of old Chinese workmanship,” calling it a “marvel of ancient 

wisdom.”10 
 A musician acquainted with ancient Chinese music theory might recognize the “People’s 

Building” of the Czar as the familiar ancient Chinese musical structure built from cyclic fifths.   

THE PEOPLE’S BUILDING 

      

Kung - Emperor E 1 1 x 81 81  

     3/2 

Chih - affairs of the people A 2/3 2/3 x 81 54  

     3/4 

Shang - Minister D 8/9 8/9 x 81 72  

     3/2 

Yu - property G 16/27 16/27 x 81 48  

     3/4 

Chio - People of the empire C 64/81 64/81 x 81 64  

      

 

From the cycles of fifth is derived the ancient Chinese Lu scale (“lu” means “laws”), the twelve notes 

comprised entirely of powers of 2 and 3.  The scale begins from the “eleventh month,” 311 and descends. 
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10

 See Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 613-5 
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In previous writings I had connected the Lu scale to the 3600 degrees of the Great Circle.  The number 

3600, in ancient Sumer and Babylonia, was called the “sar,” which sounds suspiciously like Czar which 

derives from the Latin Caesar and signifies an absolute imperialist despot or tyrant.  It is difficult to get 

out of the circle of the Sar/Czar.  However, there is a way.  Gurdjieff understood it, and spoke about it in 

Meetings with Remarkable Men, where he tells the story of the Yezidi boy who could not get out of the 

circle drawn in the ground around him by his mischievous tormentors.  When Gurdjieff helped him by 

erasing a portion of the circle, the boy immediately ran out, freed from his imaginary imprisonment.  

This was one of the events in Gurdjieff’s early life that caused him to become interested in occult 

phenomena.   The picture below, copied from the Wikipedia article on Yezidi, is remarkably similar to 

scenes from the movie, “Meetings with Remarkable Men.”   

Yezidi Tribe 

11 

In 2014 the Yezidi tribe was targeted by the Islamic State of Iraq in its campaign to purify the Middle East 

of non-Islamic influences.  The persecution continues, as the Yezidis are systematically and purposefully 

being eradicated by the revolutionist Sunni Muslims and other fundamentalist Muslim groups like ISIS, 

and ISIL.  The fundamentalists have long-denigrated the Yezidis on the grounds this tribe worships the 

unredeemed angel, the Devil or Satan or Beelzebub, and thus subscribes to “devil-worship.”   

Speaking of the devil, there is a third protagonist, Adolph Hitler, a third force that must be taken into 

account in the discussion of the First World War.   

Hitler joined the small group called the German Workers’ Party in 1919, and in an effort to make it 

successful, he agreed to give public talks.  The Party handed out leaflets (one thinks of Lentrohamsanin’s 

“Kashireitleer”) to entice people to the lecture.  Surprising even himself, Hitler spoke with such an 

emotional tone that the audience became as if hypnotized.  He spoke not from notes, but from a “force” 

coming from somewhere else, which directed his voice.   

As attendance at Party meetings increased, Hitler’s power grew, and his diatribes became ever-more 

directed toward the Jews, whom he blamed for Germany’s problems.  By 1920, several thousands were 

attending the Party meetings.  Hitler then decided to symbolize the Workers’ Party by a flag, which is 

well-recognized today as the swastika.   

 

                                                           
11

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis 
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Hitler, some said, had stolen the idea for the swastika from a Benedictine monastery in Austria, having 

attended school there as a young boy.  (Apparently the figure was also occasionally glimpsed in 

Germany where it was taken as the logo of the Friecorp (soldiers for hire, presumably those mafia types 

willing to kill for money, and thus had rather bloody associations).  In any case, the swastika symbol 

utilized both the colors red and white.   

Presumably the white symbolized the superior Aryan man, noble and pure, the Nordic race from the icy 

North Pole; while the red was indicative of societal movement and the race of men whose lineage 

stemmed from the hot fiery South Pole.  Bringing the two “polarities” together, the result was the 

magnetic third force, the Third Reich, the potency which reflected the victory of creative work.  For 

Hitler, the creative work meant the restoration of the ancient Germanic tradition whose occult roots are 

only now being uncovered.   

For Hitler, the swastika signified the fundamental idea underlying the National Socialist German 

Workers’ Party (“Nazi,” for short), which was the extermination of the entire Jewish race.  As he said, “It 

is between us and the Jews.  There is nothing else.”  As everyone knows, Hitler systematically and 

ruthlessly hunted down, persecuted, and attempted to eradicate the race of Jews from off the face of 

the earth.  For the Nazis, Jews were “Christ-killers,” and thus were likened to “Devil-worshipers.”   

The Nazi Party, as Hitler insisted, required a strong central government, a “top-down” organization 

(which is the direction of the “creation,” by the way, which begins from the finest materiality of the 

absolute and descends in hierarchical steps from galaxies to the sun to the solar system to the earth and 

on down to the lowest rung, the moon ).  The legislation would be executed by a strong militia that 

would make bloody sure all rules and regulations were rigorously followed.  It was important to know 

the rules of the game.     

The term for a nationalistic top-down system of government defined by a rigid hierarchy and ruled over 

by a powerful autocratic dictator is “Fascism.”  The Nazi flag, the swastika, is the symbolic 

representation of that form of government.  Some have allied Trump with Fascism.   

 

The word “reich” means “empire.”  In historical terms, the First Reich occurred from the beginning of 

the Holy Roman Empire, said to have survived for over one thousand years (since the coronation of 

Charlemagne in 800) until it was destroyed by Napoleon in 1806.  The Second Reich was the German 

Empire (from c. 1806 to the end of World War I (reportedly at 11 a.m. on the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month, of the year 1918), in round numbers about one hundred years.  The Third Reich began 

around 1933 and ended at the close of World War II in 1945, again in round numbers about ten years.  

Presumably if there is to be a “Fourth Reich,” it will end at the close of World War III and last about one 

day.  



 

The airship, Colonel Renard, was a dirigible.  The word “airship” refers to the fact that it was inflated 
with a gas that was lighter than air.  The gas used was hydrogen, because of its lifting capabilities and 
ready-availability.  The first free-flight was made in France in 1884 by Renard and his partner 
Krebs.  Hydrogen is extremely flammable.  Later dirigibles used the less-flammable helium.   

Dirigibles became extremely popular in the early part of the 20th century, carrying passengers back and 
forth over the lands and seas.  The popularity of the airship came to a sudden end with the Hindenburg 
disaster in 1937, when the craft exploded over Lakehurst, New Jersey, shocking the world.  The cause of 
the horrific explosion was attributed to the re-use of hydrogen gas for its inflation.  (At the time, the 
United States had a monopoly on helium supplies and, fearing its use by the enemy for military 
weaponry, had banned its export.  Thus the Hindenburg, originally designed to use the safer helium, had 
been redesigned to accommodate the more readily available but more dangerous hydrogen gas).   

The Hindenburg was the largest dirigible ever built, and was the pride of the Nazis.   In fact, the airship 
was used as a propaganda machine, its visibility in the skies a symbol of German inventiveness and 
scientific superiority.  The ship sometimes dropped pamphlets over Germany, encouraging countrymen 
to support the War efforts.  Some have attributed the explosion of the Hindenburg to sabotage, 
although the allegations have never been proven.  (Personally I found it chilling that the word “dirigible” 
itself seemed prescient of a mournful “dirge,” the requiem for the dead).   

The inflation of the Hindenburg with hydrogen gas and its subsequent violent explosion called to mind 
that event which the physicists had termed the “Big Bang.”    

The Big Bang Theory posits that in the beginning was the Singularity which, for some inexplicable 
reason, exploded, forming into the particulate matter of our stars and suns and planets and moons.  As 
the scientists themselves admit, they don’t know what banged or why it banged, or if something else 
might have existed before the Bang that had something to do with it.  Some surmise that perhaps there 
were two previously-existing universes that came too close, banged together, and the two colliding 
worlds resulted in the violent explosion that created our known universe.  Ever since that momentous 
beginning, the universe has continued to expand, inflating gnomonically from that primal “singularity.”   

Scientists say that the original matter of that inflating universe was nearly all hydrogen, with only a small 
percent of helium. . . hmmm.   

Hydrogen is the simplest element on the chemists’ periodic table of elements.  Its atomic number is “1,” 
and its symbol is “H.”  The hydrogen atom H1 contains only one single positively-charged proton, and 
one single negatively charged electron.  Hydrogen is the only atomic element that contains no neutron 
in the nucleus.  We might call H1 “the hydrogen without the Holy Ghost.” 

The two particles, the positively charged proton (+1) and the negatively charged electron (-1) caused me 
to think again of the Musical Boolmarshano.   



In that scenario, in the beginning the two alleged particles remain separate.  No “event” has yet taken 
place.  As things stand, there is a gap, with no bridge crossing the great divide.  I pictured these two 
elements as the two primary colors, the male “heaven” (blue) and the female “hell” (red).   

                                                                  NR +1      proton             1.2914  x  108   317                

                                                                                                    NR  -1          electron            1.3422  x  108   227                  

It struck me that, if viewed in biological terms, these particles are “haploid cells.”  The word “haploid” is 
used to mean the cell having only one set of chromosomes.  The two haploid cells were the male 
gamete, the powers of 3 (or 317), while the female gamete was powers of 2, taken to the 27th power 
(227).   So far, the two powers produced . . . nothing.   It’s easy to see why, mathematically, the division 
of male chromosome and female chromosome (that is, +1 and -1) quite literally amount to nothing 
(0).  Gurdjieff was clear about this: that two forces can amount to nothing.  For anything to happen, he 
said, there must be a third force.  Let’s refer to this ordinary hydrogen, lacking the neutron, as “A.”    

How to obtain the third force?  For the true artist (the one Gurdjieff called Orpheus) the answer is clear: 
the blue and red, when blended together, produce the third primary color, yellow.  If the “blue” and 
“red” chromosomes represent “father (spirit, head) and “mother” (matter, body), then the “yellow” 
chromosome represents the “child” of that union (soul, heart).    

Heaven/FATHER/BLUE/powers of 3 

NR     head, spirit          1.2914  x  108                       317        

Purgatory/CHILD/ YELLOW/BOTH/powers of 3 and 2 

                                                                                PC     heart             531441                  312 

                                                                                PC      both             524288                  219                  

                 
                                                                NR    body, matter                1.3422 x 108         227             

 
Hell/RED/MOTHER/powers of 2 

So far, the three colors suggest the primary formation of the universe, or what Gurdjieff called the 
“Protocosmos.”  From the Absolute (Ut, utterly beyond comprehension, presumably a color outside of 
the range of human perception, perhaps ultraviolet), to the starry worlds (SI, sidereal, the red points of 
light barely visible in the night sky, perhaps the infrared range), to the Milky Way (the yellow/white 
band of light, our home galaxy (La, the lacteal way), the universe comes into being.   

Thus the physicists’ theoretical Big Bang event has found “objective” representation in the Musical 
Boolmarshano.   And by the way, the two outer values, the New Ratio (NR) and the two inner values, 
Pythagorean Comma (PC), are greatly elaborated in my book Aristoxenus’s Ghost, where I show how, 
from the iterations of these two intervals (PC PC NR) is born the little seed, the limma (256/243), deep in 
the womb of the musical matrix.   



The Milky Way lies in between the powers of 3 (Heaven) and powers of 2 (Hell).  In hermetic language, it 
is that place called “Purgatory.”  Here, in the Musical Boolmarshano we can glimpse what Gurdjieff 
meant by “Objective Good” and “Objective Evil,” and how the middle world, the “Holy Planet 
Purgatory,” is composed of a mixture of both.  We might call it “La La Land.”  In Aboriginal language it is 
the world of the “Dreaming.”  

Heaven/GOOD/powers of 3 

NR                                   1.2914  x  108                       317        
                                                                9                                              43046721             316 
All Heaven numbers add to 9            9                                              14348907             315                    317 ÷ 312 = 243 = 35 
                                                                9                                              4782969                                314                                              GREEN 
                                                                9                                              1594323                                313    
                                                                9              PC                           531441                  312            

                                                                Purgatory/GOOD AND EVIL/powers of 3 and 2 “the Dreaming” 
                                                                2              PC                           524288                  219                                  
                                                                4                                              1048576                                220    
                                                                8                                              2097152                                221 
All numbers that are powers of 2,    7                                              4194304                                222 
by gematria, cycle through canon    5                                              8388608                                223 
                1 2 4 8 7 5; 1 2 4                  1                                              16777216             224                        227 ÷ 219 = 256 = 28 
                                                                2                                              33554432             225                                               ORANGE 
                                                                4                                              67108864             226 
                                                                NR                                           1.3422 x 108         227             

 
Hell/EVIL/powers of 2 

The color yellow is the “result.”  It comes from the “banging together” of the male (blue) and female 
(red) gametes.  The color yellow suggests the great galactic sun, the central energy source of light and 
heat for the whole galaxy.   

The grand sun grows, expands, takes on a life of its own, and ultimately leaves its parents to form its 
own family of star systems.  The leaves of green are the “secondary system” now developing as the 
Grand Master (the Pythagorean Comma) might be viewed as a “neutron star.”  Astronomers say that a 
neutron star is the collapsed core (Coeur, heart) of a solar mass.  A neutron star is the tiniest and 
densest star known to exist.   

The neutron star continues in the same way as before.  First, there are the two elementals, the powers 
of 3 and powers of 2, which, in the beginning, remain separate.  These two powers form the boundary 
values for the galactic system.  

                                                                                PC                           531441                  312 

 

                                                                                PC                           524288                  219                  

In terms of the hydrogen atom, this “secondary system” evidently represents Hydrogen 2.  The chemists 
call it “Deuterium,” which is composed of one neutron (in contrast to “Protium,” the hydrogen without a 



neutron).  In hermetic language, the number 2, deutero, represents the female nature.  Therefore, let’s 
treat this yellow substance as a feminine secretion, the one known as “corpus luteum,” literally the 
“yellow body.”   

The yellow body (corpus luteum) is essential in the early stages of establishing and maintaining 
pregnancy.  Without it, there can only be a barren womb.  Lacking the yellow secretion, the female 
cannot bear young: without the weighty neutron, no gravid uterus.  Although I have not seen this 
information in any book, it makes sense that the weight of the neutron in H2 changes the shape of the 
womb.  This heavy particle deuterium causes the circular O (presumably the “protocosmos” measured 
by the whole number 3) to stretch and warp, to take on an ovoid 0 elliptical egg shape.  Mathematicians 
say that to measure the area of an ellipse requires the multiplication of two irrational values, that is: pi 
times phi (πφ).  The warping concerns the heavy particle, the neutron, and the secret substance, luteum, 
which gives it the yellow color.   

The “lute” is a plucked stringed instrument.   A lute has a neck and a back which encloses a hollow 
cavity, and this cavity usually has a hole, or opening that affords access into the body. For a time, the 
lute was the most popular instrument in the West, the instrument of Kings and Queens.  The lute (le ut) 
was the preferred instrument of the great composers.  We might want to take note that the greatest 
composer of the Baroque period, J.S. Bach, wrote four lute suites, which today are performed on the 
classical guitar. 

On the artists’ color wheel (which is divided into twelve segments, each of 30 degrees), the yellow is the 
apex.  As such, it represents the degrees of the circle, 360.  The other two primary colors, blue, and red, 
occur at the “shock” points on the circle, at points 120 and 240.   

 

From the three primaries come three more colors, the secondary colors in between.  The color that 
comes in between red and yellow is orange.  The color in between blue and yellow is green.  The color in 
between blue and red is purple.  On our Musical Boolmarshano, the orange and green are the colors of 
the numerator and denominator of the limma.  There is one more secondary color, purple.  On the color 
wheel the color purple, the darkest color, appear at the bottom of the circle.  However, on the Musical 
Boolmarshano the color purple seems to be missing.  There is a good reason for this anomaly.  The color 
purple does not exist in the physical world, the “real world” of atoms and molecules.  Purple is an 
artificial color.  We need to keep this fact firmly in mind as we proceed.   



The ordinary hydrogen atom, H1, acts as the universal binding force, the “bindu,” which ties the two 
disparate lineages together in “holy matrimony.”  In its ordinary molecular state, the hydrogen is 
“diatomic,” literally a hybrid formed of both the father’s and mother’s genes.  It is composed solely of 
proton and electron, and as yet has no neutron.  Or, more to the point, the neutron is present as the 
Pythagorean apotome, but its presence, as yet, goes undetected.  

Now note how the secretive “apotome” is a mixture of “atom” and “po” and “e,” as if the word itself is 
supplying the evidence of its inherent po-tential atomic energy).   

  NR          1.2914  x  108 317               317 ÷  312 = 243  
  PC   531441        312               Pythagorean     

  PC   524288        219  Comma               x       Limma      =   APOTOME 

  NR          1.3422  x  108 227                 227 ÷ 219 = 256  

In terms of color, the apotome is the “color purple.”  Joining forces with the orange and green, the 
purple color is the “third force,” the dark part to which man is ordinarily blind.   
 
Just here, we are about to uncover the reason for the strange secrecy surrounding this Pythagorean 
interval.  Without the color purple, there can be no formation of the secondary body. 
Without purple, evolution to the next level cannot take place.   

An initiate would be among the privileged few who are informed as to the importance of the color 
purple.   Certainly Madame de Salzmann would be classified as an initiate.  I believe she was hinting that 
the color purple is the “substance” needed for the formation of the second body. 
 

It is necessary to accumulate this material for a second body to be formed.  The way is long, but 
the substance can be created in us by conscious effort and voluntary suffering.  The new body 
will then have a possibility of action on the physical body.  What is important is the continual 
struggle between our ‘head’ and our ‘animal,’ between our individuality and our functions, 
because we need the substance that this conscious confrontation produces.[1]   

Throughout the ancient world, the most valuable shade of purple was the one closest to the color of 
dried blood, or dark red wine.  One thinks of the Eucharistic element, wine, the “blood of 
Christ.”  Remember, the Eucharist is all about suffering and sacrifice—the sacrifice of the Mass.  But 
again, the question arises: Why?   
 
Evidence suggests that these two irrationals, pi and phi, have a direct connection to what Gurdjieff 
refers to as the two broken off lunar fragments, Luna and Anulios.  According to Gurdjieffian lore, Time 
began when a comet struck the earth.  (The paths of comets are generally parabolic, and have the sun as 
the focus.  The magazine of myth and tradition dedicated largely to Work ideas is named “Parabola”).   
  
 

                                                             
[1] The Reality of Being, p. 242 


