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I.MERRY PRE-CHRISTMAS CARD (website) 

 

Christmas celebrates Christ’s birthday.  In many Western Christian churches, it is 

preceded by a time of expectant waiting.  This preparation for the nativity is 

termed the Advent (< Latin adventus, “coming”).  Advent begins four Sundays 

before Christmas Day (the Sunday between November 27th and December 

3rd inclusive).  A common practice during the Advent is the keeping of an advent 

wreath and the lighting of advent candles.  The advent wreath, as depicted as a 

ring of evergreens (everlasting life) decorated by four candles (bringers of light), 

symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent in the liturgical calendar of 

the Western Church, while the fifth central candle (Christ) is lighted on Christmas 

Day.  Some suggest that the wreath was in common use in Northern Europe long 

before the arrival of Christianity.  The lighted candles signify faith and hope in a 

future that will bring the warmth and sunlight of springtime, along with the belief 

in the persistence of love and life despite the outer appearance of a dead, dark 

frigid winter. 

In the symbolism of the Church, the first candle (faith) faithfully remembers time 

past: Christ’s ancestors, the Old Testament patriarchs.  The second candle (hope) 

concern the future: the hopeful coming of the Messiah and other prophesies, so 

the candle is termed the way of the prophets.  The third candle (love) relates to 

the presence of John the Baptist who, as the witness-bearer of the light, exhorts: 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world; if any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  The fourth candle, or “candle of 

annunciation,” lighted on the fourth Sunday, is also called the “Angel’s candle” for 

it concerns the angel Gabriel who appears to the Virgin Mary, announcing that 

she is chosen as the Mother of Christ (“Blessed art thou among women”); and it 

also signifies Mary’s willingness to accept God’s plan. (Why would she not be 

willing?  What plan?) 
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During the fourth Sunday service the Magnificat (Prayer of Mary) may be 

featured.  In the Episcopal Church, what is termed the “Collect stir up” may be 

read on this fourth Sunday.  What is collected?  What is stirred up?  The questions 

are not addressed by the Church . . .  

The collected state, in Work terms, refers to B influences, which are under 

different laws and are conscious in their origin.  When the B influences begin 

collecting together man can have a new evaluation of ideas.  In Fragments (p. 

199) Gurdjieff had said man was under two kinds of influences.  The first kind, 

called “A” influences, were “unconscious,” and were created in, or by, life 

itself.  “B” influences, on the other hand, were created outside of ordinary life and 

came from the inner circle (those living in the “Priory”, perhaps?), but once they 

mixed with the general vortex of life, they became mechanical in their 

actions.  When the results of the B influences began collecting together within a 

man, he remembered them together, felt them together, and after a certain time 

they formed a magnetic center in him.   

Madame de Salzmann said, “Our work is to understand better the collected state, 

a state in which I engage in a new order.  Each part of me has its place in 

maintaining a unity without which no real knowledge and no conscious action are 

possible.”[1]  All the time I need to return and deepen what Gurdjieff calls “the 

collected state” so that it becomes indispensable to me.  This is a state in which 

my centers try to be attuned in order to know this being, the being that I am. [2] In 

order for me to come to a collected state, the sensation, the thinking and the 

feeling have to turn inward, trying to find a common tempo, an accord in which 

they do not diverge and disconnect so easily.[3]  “Common tempo” means 

“common time,” also called “imperfect time.”  For a musician, common time is 

“four time,” and is written as: 

4 

4 

                                                           
[1]

 The Reality of Being, p. 190-1 
[2]

 The Reality of Being, p. 189 
[3]

 The Reality of Being, p. 188 
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The musical symbol  is sometimes used, as well.  Fourness connoted the lower 

animal nature (notice that the letter “C” is a broken, hence imperfect, circle).  In 

musical notation, the unbroken circle indicated “three time” and godly perfection 

(“tempus perfectum”).  Perfect and imperfect: without this prior accord nothing 

can be done and no conscious attention can appear 

“When I am collected, my thought is conscious.  But only when I am collected.”[4]   

In Catholicism, during Advent Vespers (evening services), the priest or deacon 

engages in the practice of “censing,” which means swinging a container (the 

“censer”) of burning incense toward the body of the congregation.  Why?  The 

answers are not forthcoming . . .  

 

There are two types of censing: a Greater Censing, encompassing the whole 

congregation (all the people); and a Lesser Censing, in which only a part (a portion 

of the people) is censed.[5]  The censing moves in a clockwise direction.  It is a 

descending movement: down from the holy altar, to the sacred icons, to the 

temple walls, to the clergy, and lastly the faithful.  During the censing exercise 

there is the singing of hymns and chants, such as "Let my prayer rise like incense 

before You, the lifting up of my hands like the evening sacrifice."  The priest, while 

censing, intones Psalm 51, called the “miserere,” or “Lord Have Mercy” (Miserere 

mei, Deus), which opens up the feeling of nothingness and awakens a deeper 

energy.  How strange!   

 

It is no coincidence that “censing” sounds like “sensing.”  The word “sensing” 

refers to the sensory impressions generated by and in the physical body.  The 

                                                           
[4]

 The Reality of Being, p. 189 
[5]

 In the Greek Orthodox Church, the practice of full censing is observed, particularly on Mount Athos, during the 
Vespers “Lord, I cry unto Thee.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Commontime_inline.png
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lighting of the five Advent candles hints of the awareness of each of the five 

senses in turn, which include the sense of smell, taste, sight, touch, and hearing.   

A quintessential foundation of the Gurdjieff Work lies in the “Exercise of 

Sensation.”   

As Madame de Salzmann wrote, “In undertaking an exercise, I must first ask 

myself why I am doing it and if I really want to do it.  Otherwise, the exercise will 

be done passively and, because passivity never brings understanding, it will not 

help me . . . Because it is difficult to have a sensation of the whole —of what I 

really am—I may begin by sensing different parts of the body . . . from my right 

arm to my right leg, then to my left leg and then to my left arm.  And I go around 

the four limbs. . .”  

The ordinary sensing is partial and sequential, directed on a portion of the 

body.  This sensation is superficial, a “lesser” sensing.  “In doing an exercise, I try 

not to get carried away by the experience . . . If each part maintains the initiative, 

the taste of truth is reinforced and the experience ‘I am’ has a support, a vibration 

that comes from this conscious effort.  But this will more or less quickly disappear 

(The Reality of Being, pp. 85-6).”  To reach a “greater sensing” I need to 

experience the whole of myself.   

Some pupils of the Work may be startled to learn that sensing exercises did not 

originate with Gurdjieff.  Nor did sensing/censing originate in the liturgy of the 

Catholic Church.  The practice of sensing/censing is really very old, and was 

known in the Tantric practice of Nyasa, or “yoga nidra,” as found in ancient Hindu 

texts.  The word “nyasa” means “placing,” and refers to the practice of “touching” 

parts of the body—externally with the fingers, internally with the breath or 

thought—at the same time pronouncing a mantra.  Nyasa is said to “divinize” the 

body of the practitioner.   

Scientists today connect sensing to the nerve receptors which relay perceptions 

to the instinctive brain.  Traditionally there are five senses.  However, neurologists 

say there are more; and while opinions differ the accepted number is around 

twenty-one, including receptors of pain, temperature, balance, position, and so 
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on.  The point here is that the different types of receptors relay conscious 

information.   

In physics, a sensor is a device that receives (senses) a signal or detects a physical 

stimulus (pressure, heat, movement, light, etc.) and responds to it in a particular 

way.   

Historically, a censor refers to “one of two Roman magistrates whose duty was to 

take the census” (a periodic governmental count of the populace).  It was the 

census that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, the city of David, the place 

where it was prophesized that Christ the Lord would be born.  As the Gospel of 

Luke (chapter 2) states, “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.”  

According to Matthew’s Gospel, all went to be taxed, every one into his own 

city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee to be taxed with Mary his espoused 

wife, being great with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be delivered.[6]   

The census (a profit-making endeavor instituted by governmental decree) forces 

Mary, in the ninth month of her pregnancy, to travel by horseback a distance of 

eighty miles to the south!  Talk about a willingness to abide suffering!  For various 

and sundry perfectly plausible reasons, biblical scholars, inspecting the texts, have 

objected to, have discredited, and in some instances, have even suppressed the 

whole affair.   

Suppressing ideas brings us to yet another definition of a censor: “one whose duty 

is the inspection of printed matter and the suppression and discrediting of 

anything considered objectionable.”  One of the things commonly discredited in 

the Gospel accounts is the idea that Mary’s first-born son was born in a stable, 

where he was laid in a manger.  The word manger, in the French language, means 

“to eat.”  And by now one may not be too surprised to learn that eating also 

relates to censers.   

 

                                                           
[6]

 Matthew 2: 1-6 
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Censers, it turns out, have to do with ovens where raw food (crudité) is cooked, 

refined in the fiery furnace.   

 

Lest there are those who think that censers are Christian in orientation, historians 

believe they actually arose in China around 700 B.C. (which would have been 

during the time of Pythagoras in Greece).  The Chinese symbols for “censer” are 

compounds meaning “furnace,” and “cure food with smoke.”  The old alchemists 

referred to the oven as the athanor.   

 

Alchemical writings say that the athanor was the special oven designed to 

maintain uniform heat.  It could burn slowly, and for a very long time, presumably 

for nine or ten months.  For that reason, it was sometimes called “Slow Harry” 

(Piger Henricus), or the “self-feeding Furnace,” It was said that the ancient Greeks 

philosophers knew about this oven but kept the knowledge secret 

(censored).  Hence it was known as the Furnace of Arcana, or the Philosophical 

Furnace.  In form and design, even in function, it was not all that dissimilar to the 

censer.    

How curious to realize that, in the vernacular, the pregnant womb is deemed “the 

oven.”  The womb (oven) is the container for the egg (ovum).  Now consider that 

“candling” is a method used by embryologists to study the growth of the embryo 

inside the egg.  The word “candling” refers to the method originally used (the 

candle), which was the source of light revealing the details through the egg 

shell.  Today the technique of candling is used by the egg industry to assess the 

quality of edible eggs.  Eggs are candled to determine the condition of the white 

and yolk, and to detect bloody spots.  Incubated eggs are candled to check for 

fertility, and to determine the stage of development of the embryo.  Candling 

brings transparency, allowing greater seeing.   
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It was probably the blending together of the various ideas (the five Advent 

candles, the five senses, the incubated eggs, and the ability to see more) which 

caused the association with the musical staff and its sixteen ovoid-shaped notes. 

These notes, confined between the low C64 and the high C1024, set out the 

sixteen pitches of the invariant harmonic series.  The “candle power” of seeing 

manifested as the five Cs, each a higher power of 2: 26, 27, 28, 29, 210. 

 

 

See how the five defining Cs, which, when their frequencies are added together, 

sum to 1984.  

64 + 128 + 256 + 512 + 1024 = 1984   

Naturally I thought of that dystopian novel.   

 

1984 is the name of the book by George Orwell which tells of an omnipresent 

New World Order intent upon fomenting perpetual warfare for purposes of 

monetary gain. The governmental agencies serve the Order by engaging in acts of 

omnipresent surveillance that ensure public and private manipulation and, when 

required, the persecution of the individual.  One of the worst offenses is that of 

independent thinking, which is treated as a dangerous threat to society; 
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therefore, anyone who commits a “thought-crime” is quickly and severely 

punished.  

The newly instigated language of “Newspeak” has been invented by a tyrannical 

elite inner circle (“Big Brother”) who, working covertly behind the scenes, sets the 

rules of the game, including determining beforehand who will play the Trump 

card, and why and when and where. The lesser party members, believing 

themselves VIPs, are actually serfs for the Ministry of Truth, that arm of the 

organization responsible for all propaganda, which includes proselytizing, and, 

more importantly, the forging and falsifying and destroying of documents that fail 

to support, in totality, the organizational party line.    

Even below the serfs are the legions of slaves who do the leg work for the 

Ministry of Labor.  This faction of workers is denied even simple word definitions; 

thus they know neither the real meaning of the words of the spoken language, 

nor what constitutes the difference between what is true and what is a 

lie.  Therefore, the Labor Party can act as it wills, unencumbered by the necessity 

of providing either reason or proof.   

There is more.  Look again at the musical grand staff.  The five Cs form four 

complete diatonic scales, each composed of the alphabetical letters C D E F G A B.   

 

                                                    C64                                  C128                              C256                          C512                           C 1024 

See how, by taking the totality (1984, the sum of the five Cs), and dividing it by 4 

(the number of complete C scales), the result is 496.  Now look very closely at this 

number.  Do you see that 496 is the third perfect number?  Not only that, this 

number 496 just happens to be the “charge of the light brigade” that jump-

started the whole Superstring Theory revolution!  When the two string theorists, 

Michael Green and John Schwarz, announced their astonishing discovery—that 
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496 was the “necessary condition for gauge group of type I string theory,” it just 

happened to occur in the year . . . yes, you guessed it: 1984.   

In regards to the “supersymmetric strings” (and given the fact that no one knows 

what these “strings” really are made of), let’s consider the possibility that they are 

indeed the configured lines forming that sounding structure we call the grand 

staff.  The accomplishment of this musical edifice, used everywhere today, is that 

it preserves sounds over time.  Since there are five lines and four spaces (nine) in 

each clef; and since the ancient myths make special mention the nine Muses who 

were the goddess of music and song; then we may want to ponder the possibility 

that these Muses are symbolic of a museum, a building whose purpose is to 

preserve and protect art work.  We might further muse that the preservation of 

this precious matter is deemed “ark work,” given that the edifice works as a kind 

of “ark” carrying the treasure over the rough seas of time.    

As for the “symmetry” of the structure, it does function as a “mirror of Cs”.  In this 

“imagination machine” the reflective images originate in the middle and expand 

outward like ripples in a pool.   

 

In common parlance, the “reflecting pool” is the eye that sees.  Jacob Boehme 

wrote “Thus we recognize the eternal Unground out of Nature to be like a 

mirror.  For it is like an eye which sees, and yet conducts nothing in the seeing 

wherewith it sees; for seeing is without essence, although it is generated from 

essence.”[7]   

Being of a rather suspicious nature I viewed this reflective pool in a far less poetic 

vein.  In my mind’s eye I saw the five Cs as the “Five Eyes,” that alliance formed of 

the five English speaking countries: the United States, the UK, Canada, Australia, 

and New Zealand.  The purpose of the Five Eyes is for intelligence-gathering and 

                                                           
[7]

 Boehme, Sex Puncta Theosophica, chapter one.   
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surveillance.  As Wikipedia states it, “These countries are bound by the 

multilateral UKUSA Agreement, a treaty for joint cooperation in signals 

intelligence.”   

I thought of another imaginative possibility which is also operative today in 

governmental regimes, that of the Armed Forces.  The generals who operated the 

War Machine were concerned with arms negotiations.  Was it merely coincidence 

that the words “star” and “war” and “army” and “armor” and “artillery” and 

“arms” all employ the letters “ar”?  With the addition of the letter “c” the word 

became “arc,” which sounds like “ark.”  Alternatively, by putting the “c” first, the 

word turned into “car,” the vehicle that carries passengers from place to place; 

and with the addition of the z, it became “czar,” signifying the absolute ruler.   

Musically speaking, the middle C is indeed the Absolute, the sounding Do, concert 

pitch.  From C256 all other players of the orchestra take their tone.   

 

In the chapter, “Russia,” Gurdjieff mentions “orders” and “regimentals” and “His 

Majesty the Czar.”[8]  Just prior to this idea, in a previous paragraph, he had 

brought up the idea of “an exitless magic circle.”  Gurdjieff follows this idea, in the 

next paragraphs, with “orders” and “regimentals” and “His Majesty the 

Czar.”[9]  Immediately he links Russia with ancient China, writing about “a china 

figure of old Chinese workmanship,” and calling it a “marvel of ancient 

wisdom.”[10]  With the mention of “alcoholism” (p. 612) comes the further clue, 

the link with “crapulence” which means drunkenness and gross intemperance; 

and the struggle with alcoholism and addiction was to be carried out in “The 

People’s Building of the Emperor Nicholas II.”   

Uncensored Christmas Card to follow in due time. 

 
                                                           
[8]

 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 613 
[9]

 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 613 
[10]

 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 614-5 
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II. MERRY CHRISTMAS EVE CARD  

 

This year (2017) the fourth candle, the “candle of annunciation,” is lighted 

tonight, on Christmas Eve (which happens to fall on the fourth Sunday of Advent).  

Called the “Angel’s candle,” it commemorates the time when the angel Gabriel 

appeared before the Virgin Mary to announce that she had been chosen to be the 

Mother of Christ (“Blessed art thou among women”); and it also signifies Mary’s 

willingness to accept God’s plan.   

Mary’s response, called “the Magnificat” (from the word in the first verse: “my 

soul doth magnify the Lord”; and the word in the fifth verse: “For he that is 

mighty hath magnified me”) is also known as “the Song of Mary” or “Canticle of 

Mary.”  Said to be one of the eight most ancient Christian hymns, it is most often 

recited in the Liturgy of the Hours, and the words are found in the Book of 

Common Prayer.  During the past centuries, composers—notably Monteverdi, 

Bach, Vivaldi, Bruckner, Rachmaninoff, and one of my favorites, John Ritter— 

have set the words to music.   

In the Catholic tradition, Mary is the Intermediary.  Words of prayer go through 

Mary, who plays the unique and privileged role of the Mediatrix, the Intermediary 

between earth and heaven.   

Hail Mary, full of grace.  

The Lord is with Thee.  

Blessed art thou amongst women,  

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinners, 

Now, and at the hour of our death 

Amen. 

 



12 
 

There is an older “Hail, Mary” plainchant hymn, Ave Maris Stella (c. 700), where 

the mother of God is affiliated with a star.   

 

    Hail, star of the ocean 

    Gentle mother of God 

    And also always virgin 

    Joyous path of the sky. 

As I wrote to you years ago, the words are of pagan origin, but hardly anyone in 

the general populace of that time (or our own, for that matter) knew that.  The 

Roman Catholic Church must have deemed them of importance, for not only was 

Ave Maris Stella preserved as a liturgical plainchant; a full eight hundred years 

later, about 1500, Josquin des Prez (who was one of the greatest composers of 

the Renaissance) made it into a Paraphrase Mass, the Ave Maris Stella Mass.  The 

firm foundation (Cantus Firmus tenor) was obscured by the polyphony and 

modernized; nevertheless, for those who had ears to hear, the Voice of God was 

still present underneath all the noisy throng of additional notes.  And Josquin 

certainly was not the only Renaissance composer to use these pagan words in 

interesting ways.  To give only one example, a Fibonacci structure (phi proportion) 

can be found in Dunstable’s Ave Maris Stella plainchant setting.   

Maris Stella, or “Sea Star,” was the ancient Phoenician Mother Goddess, also 

called Queen of Heaven, Our Lady.  Traditionally the Queen of Heaven is 

associated with the moon, Stella Maris, the wondrous star of the night, the star 

with royal beauty bright.  When men forgot how to calculate by the GPS of the 

moon they became slaves to its effects and they no longer knew how to escape 

from the inexorable gravitational pull of the moon upon the natural (organic) 

world residing upon the earth’s surface.  The ancient Israelites reckoned by the 

moon, and calculated the times and seasons by the (13) lunar months.  Such 

knowledge made them “blessed” and “righteous,” unlike the “sinners” who 

measured by solar measures (12 months).  The importance of lunar reckoning 

shows up in the apocryphal book of Enoch.   
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Blessed are all the righteous, blessed are all those who walk in the way of 

righteousness, and do not sin like the sinners in the numbering of all their 

days in which the sun journeys in heaven. 

 

In lunar reckoning the number 13 figures prominently.  There are four seasons, 

each celebrated by its “feast day,” with an interval of thirteen weeks between 

each feast day and the next: “from the first to the second, from the second to the 

third, and from the third to the fourth.  This makes in all fifty-two weeks, and 

together they make up a complete year: thus is it engraved and ordained on the 

heavenly tablets.  And no year ever exceeds it.”  The sons of Israel are 

commanded to observe the year according to this reckoning.  To neglect to abide 

by this solemn warning will cause the seasons to “get out of order and the 

sequence of the year will be disturbed.  Yet all the sons of Israel will forget and be 

ignorant of the progression of the years: they will forget the new moon and 

festival and Sabbath, and so go wrong about the order of years.”  The result will 

be that ordinary days become feast days, while the day of testimony will become 

a day of no consequence and “they will eat all kinds of flesh with the blood still in 

it.”  In other words, missing the mark, the sons of Israel will misjudge the middle.  

To miss the mark is one of the definitions of “sin.”   

As I have written in my various books, the year of 52 weeks does not rely upon 

simple observed phenomena perceivable by the senses.  In fact, the origin of the 

week is shrouded in mystery.  Weeks of seven days are the only calendrical 

measures not based upon observed astronomical cycles, the principle ones being 

the day (the rotation of the Earth on its axis), the year (the revolution of the Earth 

around the Sun), and the month (the revolution of the Moon around the Earth).  

Although the secular calendar is based upon these astronomical cycles observed 

by the senses, it is the week, with its calculated four-fold division of the lunar 

month into seven-day periods, and the year with its calculated four-fold division 

into the four seasons, that gave rise to a sacred calendar.  The most sacred, the 

fullest, the most holy time was considered to be the day of the Full Moon, called 

Shabattu in ancient Mesopotamian tablets.  From this ancient appellation are 

derived the words Sabbat and Sabbath.   
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To be able to reckon the Sabbath, the exact middle of the year, is not so easy.  For 

such calculations one must be able to “judge by reason,” and not simply rely on 

the deceptive senses.  The “middle,” the fullest part of the 52-week year, would 

come at 26 weeks.  It so happens that 26 is called “Mary’s number.”  Given that 

Mary is the Intermediary, it appears that the ancient Israelites were more 

“Catholic” in their “Marion” views than present scholars suspect!   

Surely it was with very conscious and reasoned intent that the number 26 was 

deemed to be “Mary’s number.”  There are a number of reasons I say this.   

For one thing, for those religious Jews called “Cabalists” the number 26 is the 

numerical value for the four letters known as the “Tetragrammaton,” signifying 

the Name of the Lord: Yod He Vau He.   

    Yod  He     Vau       He 

    10    +   5      +   6     +    5       =    26 

 

As I wrote you many years ago, the number 26 concerns the “Lord of Hosts.”   

According to the Sefer Yetzirah, for example, the Lord of Hosts is “High and 

exalted, dwelling in eternity, whose name is Holy— He is lofty and holy—and He 

created His universe with three books.”  These three books, or three series, are 

called Universe, Year, and Soul [Sefir Yetzirah 6:1-2].  The first series, the Universe 

(uni, one; verse, turning) is in the form of a circle.  “Twenty-two letters are the 

foundation: He “set them in a wheel  .   .  and the wheel rotates forward and 

backward.” [Sefer Yetzirah, 2:4]   

 

The “twenty-two letters” set in the “wheel” are the twenty-two sruti ratios, 

measurable on the circle by logarithms.  The wheel below rotates forward, that is, 

clockwise from 360, to form the requisite pattern for the diatonic major scale, T T 

S T T T S (where T = limma + comma + just-chromatic-semitone + comma; and S = 
limma).   
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The wheel below rotates backward, that is, counterclockwise from 360, once 

again the one turn forms the diatonic major scale composed of the requisite 

intervals: T T S T T T S.   
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Only a cursory glance shows that something strange appears to be happening at 

the bottom region of both circles.  Whereas things work exactly as they should in 

the upper regions of the two circles (each tone paring with its opposite “type” to 

produce the “Great Year” 259200); at the bottom of the circle, this simple pairing 

can longer be accomplished.  On both circles, in the region between 480 and 540, 

things just seem to fall apart.  Everything becomes “jumbled.”  How curious that 

one definition for “pi” is “jumbled type!”   
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In order to keep “proper time” (that is, the accurate measure of the “Great 

Year”), the three numbers on the bottom of the clockwise circle (505.67901, 512, 

and 533.33333) would require “the Corresponding”: that is, the three 

corresponding numbers 486, 506.25, and 512.57813, which are nowhere to be 

found on that particular clockwise diatonic circle of tones.  These ratios do not 

appear naturally.  However, these exacting musical ratios can be produced 

“artificially” merely by reversing the circular movement.   

In religious terms, by this “artificial insemination” Mary, still virginal, is 

impregnated with the full complement of ratios, 13 on one side and 13 on the 

other, bringing the fullness of “Mary’s number, 26.   

The middle, the intermediate part between the two poles of 480 and 540, doth 

indeed become “magnified.”  What formerly was empty, barren, now expands to 

contain an additional six ratios.  The musical calculations are shown below. 

26 srutis 

Frequencies Degrees Difference in degrees Ratios between Interval Designation Ratios from 360 

360      

379.2592 27.34  256/243 Limma 256/243 

384 33.85 6.51 81/80 Comma 16/15 

400 55.26 21.41 25/24 Just-chromatic semitone  10/9 

405 61.7 6.51 81/80 Comma 9/8 

426.6666 89.12 27.34 256/243 Limma 32/27 

432 95.64 6.51 81/80 Comma 6/5 

450 117.05 21.41 25/24 Just-chromatic semitone 5/4 

455.625 123.57 6.51 81/80 Comma 81/64 

480 150.91 27.34 256/243 Limma/Comma 4/3 

486 157.42 6.51 81/80 Comma 27/20 

505.67899 178.25 6.51 256/243 Limma 512/364.5 

506.25 178.84 21.41 25/24 Just-chromatic-semitone 45/32 

      

512 184.77 21.41 81/80 Comma 64/45 

512.57813 185.36 6.51 81/80 Comma 729/512 

533.3333 206.18 6.51 25/24 Just-chromatic semitone 40/27 

540 212.69 27.34 256/243 Limma/Comma 3/2 

568.8888 240.03 27.34 256/243 Limma 128/81 

576 246.54 6.51 81/80 Comma 8/5 

600 267.96 21.41 25/24 Just-chromatic semitone 5/3 

607.5 274.48 6.51 81/80 Comma 27/16 

640 301.82 27.34 256/243 Limma 16/9 

648 308.33 6.51 81/80 Comma 9/5 

675 329.74 21.41 25/24 Just-chromatic semitone 15/8 

683.4375 336.26 6.51 81/80 Comma 243/128 

720 363.61 27.34 256/243 Limma 2/1 
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I hereby propose that this “artificial insemination” into the “virginal womb” is the 

friction that causes the blended formation of what is termed in Beelzebub’s Tales 

(p. 38) “the ‘I’: the compound result of consciousness, subconsciousness, and 

instinct.”  The three compounds, in computer terms, may be set out as the three 

types of encoding: 

 

The three separate columns might represent the three different types of software 

(brain systems) utilized by the (instinctive) horse, the (subconscious) driver, and 

the (conscious) passenger, while the whole edifice, taken together, might be the 

hard drive (the physical cart or carriage).   

The driver (the left-hand column of 15 ordinal numbers) reminded me of the 

Russian merchant in “The Arousing of Thought” who “pondered like an English 

professor who has invented a capsule for castor oil.”  This was the same man who 

professed: “If you go on a spree, then go the whole hog including the postage.”1  

                                                           
1
 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 37 
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There was, we are told, an additional “fifteen kopeks” added for postage, a 

seeming hint about the last (15th) element. 

The horse (the right-hand column) is limited to binary coding, the 1s and 0s.  

Gurdjieff tells us that “the horse does not understand our language; we cannot 

order it about, teach it, tell it not to consider, not to react, not to respond.  With 

your mind you wish not to consider, but first of all you must learn the language of 

the horse, its psychology in order to be able to talk to it.  Then you will be able to 

do what the mind, what logic [my italics], wishes.  But if you try to teach it now, 

you will not be able to teach it or to change anything in a hundred years; it will 

remain an empty wish.”2  To communicate with the horse, to control its 

movements, requires “horse sense.”  The driver has only two “words” at his 

disposal: “right” and “left” (in other words, 1 or 0).  He can make the horse obey 

by jerking these “reins” one way or the other; that is all.   

 

The passenger (the middle column) not only utilizes the ten (counting the zero) 

ordinal numbers (and thus can communicate with the driver), but he has the 

additional advantage of the six alphabetical letters, A through F, which afford a 

greater feeling for the whole scenario.  It is literally true that, in life, whereas an 

educated man is awarded letters after his name (Ph.D, or M.D., for example), an  

ordinary man lacks such literary distinction; he is, as it were, merely a number.  

The passenger, clearly an educated man, is able to use his mind.  Such a man, 

having “been to school” and matriculating through the system, may surely be 

termed “a man of letters.”  The ability to utilize both numbers and letters (both 

body and mind) afford ownership of the whole contraption.  The passenger, the 

Master, has the final word.  Or does he?   

 

Wait!  Where did these letters come from?  Unlike number which are “natural,” 

aren’t the six letters merely arbitrary insertions, placed there because, in the hex 

system, there are no symbols representing ten, or eleven, or twelve, and so on?  

So evidently someone randomly decided to use the six letters of the English 

alphabet, A through F, to symbolize these numbers.  Thus, these letters are not 

                                                           
2
 Gurdjieff, Views from the Real World, “Essence and Personality,” p 144 
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really “letters,” at all; rather, they function simply as the place-setters for the 

additional six numbers.   

 

I remembered Gurdjieff’s words.  Although the passenger has the capability of 

functioning independently, of using his mind, “in the majority of those present, 

the mind does not try to be independent but is merely a function.”   

 

What would it mean, to have “independence of mind?”   

 

As Gurdjieff said, the mind, instead of acting independently, becomes identified 

with the essence; it becomes a function of the essence.  Such a man remains a 

virtual slave of the horse’s moods and whims.  Moreover, as long as man fails to 

learn how to communicate in “horse language,” he will remain standing “on a 

level below that of a householder, that is, the level of a man who never intended 

to do anything.”3   

 

The two words, “do” and “householder” suddenly attracted my attention.  I had, 

in the past several years, been deeply engrossed in studies involving the binary 

language called “Odu,” a system which did indeed rely upon the hexadecimal 

number, 16.  The “Odu Ifa” were the sixteen principals, Nommos, said to be the 

creators (namers) of the worlds.  I had directly connected them to the sixteen 

tones of the invariant harmonic series.  There was a second system, called “Obi,” 

connected with a “house.”  (The word “obi,” in some African tribal dialects, means 

“hut” or “house”).  I had shown how the 16 “Ifa” related to the “unfolded order,” 

while the “Obi” connoted the “rolled up” harmonics, the “enfolded order.”     

 

Regarding the harmonic system, nothing is arbitrary.  There is an orderly plan.  I 

was certain that this Plan was the plane of sixteen harmonics.  In hermetic 

teachings the “house plan” finds representation as the 4 x 4 matrix.  Each unit is 

assigned an ordinal number, from 1 to 16.  It is a simple matter to add the 

corresponding binary numbers to each of the boxes.  In addition, I can easily 

                                                           
3
 Gurdjieff, VRW, p. 149 
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include the sixteen letters corresponding to the harmonic series, where the 

Absolute Do is taken as C1:  

 

C  
1 

0001 

C 
2 

0010 

G 
3 

0011 

C 
4 

0100 

E 
5 

0101 

G 
6 

0110 

Bb 
7 

0111 

C 
8 

1000 

D 
9 

1001 

E 
10 

1010 

F# 
11 

1011 

G 
12 

1100 

A 
13 

1101 

Bb 
14 

1110 

B 
15 

1111 

C 
16 

10000 

 

Now there are three separate systems working together “under one roof.”  

Whereas before, in the arbitrarily imposed hex system, the letters have no literary 

meaning, in this new order of the universe, the coding makes perfect musical 

sense.  The resonant Cs standing at the three corners are octave powers of 2, the 

powers of movement visibly apparent as the addition of zeros: from one’s to ten’s 

to hundred’s to thousand’s to ten-thousand’s.  This “rounded perfecting,” as 

Gurdjieff implied, comes from “a special corresponding correct education” [which 

is] indispensably necessary for each of these three parts, and not such a 

treatment as is given nowadays and also called ‘education.’  Only then can the ‘I’ 

which should be in a man, be his own ‘I.’”  This “I” must surely be the 16th 

harmonic, the “cornerstone,” which vibrates at 16 cycles per second, the 

threshold foundation of man’s hearing capabilities.    

 

Just as the biblical words iterate, the universal code is revealed “to him that hath 

ears to hear.”  Those “sorry scientists” who have devised the arbitrary 

hexadecimal system, as usual, have failed to take into account the underlying 

sounding structure.  And as a result, instead of an organized plan, everything is 

just a mix-up.   
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There are the three systems: binary, hexadecimal, and decimal.  The binary 

column, the number of digits, may describe what Gurdjieff calls “man numbers 

one, two, and three,” whose limiting capabilities are at best “two-dimensional,” 

constrained to lines and squares, and only the seven ordinal numbers.  Man 

number four is “three-dimensional” (23), has four digits, and can use 15 numbers 

and 6 letters.  Man number five, “four-dimensional man” (24), is vastly more 

developed, having the capacity out to four zeroes (10,000).  His senses are 

heightened (due to the number 16, which is at the threshold of human hearing), 

and he has seven alphabetical letters at his command.   

The seventh letter is “G.”   

In scientific terms, it can signify “gravity.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gurdjieff said 

 
 

Binary Hexadecimal Decimal 
  

20 

 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       24 

0 
1 

10 
11 

100 
101 
110 
111 

1000 
1001 
1010 
1011 
1100 
1101 
1110 
1111 

10000 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

 

 
 
 

   
 Man#1,2,3 
 
 
 
 
 
  Man#4 
 
 
 
   Man#5 
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The Work is a school for developing a new center of gravity.  Until now the 

center of gravity around which our life has turned—whether we accept it or 

not—has been our ordinary ‘I.’  And it is still this ‘I’ that hopes, that 

evaluates, that judges . . . and all this even in the name of the Work . . . . 

Our aim in a school of the Fourth Way is to become different, to change our 

being from the level of man number one, two, three to that of man number 

four with a new center of gravity, and from the level of man number four to 

that of man number five with an indivisible ‘I.’ 

Gurdjieff (whose name, by the way, is often shortened to “G.”) did not come to 

destroy either the old binary (base 2) or the newer decimal (base 10), but to fulfill 

them.  The religionists, and even some scientists, may find it blasphemous to 

equate Gurdjieff’s words to those of Christ, who said “Think not that I am come to 

destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill” (Matt. 

5:17).  Be that as it may, the truth is that the Work is about the fulfilling of the law 

which comes about by yoking the two numerical systems together to form a third 

system, the hexadecimal system, which uses both letters and numbers.   

The law in question is the law of harmonics.  It has long struck me that one of the 

most important, but most ignored, facets of harmonics (in any case, ignored by 

the physicists) concerns the seven alphabetical letters, A through G, which do, 

when paired with the sixteen ordinal numbers, provide a far different picture than 

mere numbers alone.   

Musicians, fortunately, see harmonics far differently than physicists.  While a 

rocket scientist might have to stop and think about what is unique and special 

about harmonics, for a musician it is straightforward and obvious.  Harmonics, for 

their musical presentation, require both numbers and letters.  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

C C G C E G Bb C D E F# G A Bb B C 
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Keep in mind that the letters are not my idea.  They are not man’s idea.  They are 

a huge law, foreordained at the very beginnings of the worlds.  In studying 

harmonics, this must be understood before anything else can be understood.  The 

alphabet itself is designed.  We forget things like that.  Ancient peoples did not 

make that mistake.  They saw numbers and letters as sacred entities, N-eters.    

In the computer programmers’ hex system, the letter “G” is “missing.”  One might 

say it is “occult,” hidden from ordinary view.  However, anyone who “knows the 

code” (is familiar with the alphabetical letters and the ordinal numbers) 

recognizes that the letter G at the corners masquerades as the two round 

numbers: ten (10) and hundred (100).  100-squared is 10000.   

 

 

The hex code, as shown in the chart, begins from the “X-box.”  The symbol, in 

mathematical terms, means the unknown factor.  On the chart, this 

“unknowable” is notated by the zero (0).  Either way, O or X, this “cornerstone” 

figures prominently in the story.  In the New Testament the cornerstone is Christ 

himself, the “chief cornerstone.”4  “Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 

precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.”5  So important is 

this cornerstone that Matthew, Mark, and Luke all mention it.  “Jesus saith unto 

them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, 

                                                           
4
 Ephesians 2:20 

5
 1 Peter 2: 6 
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the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes?”6  

The importance of the cornerstone is also found in the Old Testament, where the 

Lord asks his suffering servant Job “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations 

of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.  Who hath laid the measures 

thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are 

the foundations thereof fastened? Or who laid the corner stone thereof?7   

I can’t resist mentioning here that the name “Job” arouses the thought of Steve 

Jobs, another suffering servant whose metaphysical bent led him to India where 

he found and was taught by a guru.  He then returned to America and declared 

his understanding by putting together his technological vision called “Apple,” and 

laying the measures of computer code, proceeded to stretch the line that almost 

single-handedly transformed the entire world.  Those who may decry metaphysics 

as impractical and airy-fairy need only to look at their i-phone and i-pad and i-

watch, the devices which have put the vast store of human knowledge in human 

hands, literally at our fingertips.   

The job of metaphysics is to implant i-deas into the current (of) civilization, thus 

ensuring its future evolution.  Jobs repeatedly stated that he was merely 

downloading data that was given to his mind as if by a dictaphone.  The job of 

Jobs was to vocalize, make manifest, to actually actualize, that which, otherwise, 

will remain occult.  Anyone who thinks it an easy job hasn’t tried it, and has no 

idea of the suffering and sacrifice involved.   

As Gurdjieff said, “although every man experiences, within his own miniature 

cosmos, transformations and transmutations, whose processes are called 

‘evolution’ and ‘involution,’ few men are able to actualize those ‘active elements’ 

from which “new independent formations might be coated in them themselves 

with the inherent possibility of acquiring ‘individual Reason.’”  Instead of evolving, 

he remains a passive Tetartocosmos [an animal] composed “exclusively of cosmic 

                                                           
6
 Matthew 21:42. See also Mark 12:20 and Luke 20:17 

7
 Job, chapter 38: 4-6 
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crystallizations which are derived from the transformations of that planet itself on 

which the given Tetartocosmoses arose.”8  As such, Gurdjieff says, man functions 

only as an “apparatus” for the most great cosmic Trogoautoegocrat.  Lacking 

“individual Reason,” the mind is “not independent but is merely a function.”  Such 

a man is essentially “mindless,” and stands “on a level below that of a 

householder, that is, the level of a man who never intended to do anything.”9   

 

Man is intended to be higher than the animals.  In other words, he has the power 

of human speech.  In Genesis, the “Adam” is given the power to speak, to name. 

One might say it was a Golden Age, a magical time when man (as the first chapter 

of Genesis attests) had dominion over the lower realms (the three regions below 

F15).  Unfortunately, the Golden Age did not last.  Lusts grew to such proportions 

that men became wicked and overbearing and used power for their own evil 

ends.  This was the time of the infamous building of the Tower of Babel when 

men had become filled with self-love, vanity, arrogance, and pride.  As the biblical 

story tells us, they said, “Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 

reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name.”10  If knowing one’s name gives 

great power, how better to crush such power and authority than by confounding 

the language? 11
   

We learn from Gurdjieff why “Men are not Men.”  It is due to the fact that the 

Most High Commission with the help of Chief-Common-Universal-Arch-Chemist-

Physicist Angel Looisos implant the organ Kundabuffer in men.  “Kunda” means 

coiled.  The word “buffer” also has interesting connotations.  For instance, a 

“buff” is a thick soft undyed fabric from the skin of buffalo (hence “buff”) or oxen, 

used as a lap robe by Native Americans.  In the vernacular, to be “in the buff” 

means to be naked.  In other words, once the covering (skin, shell) is removed 
                                                           
8
 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 763 

9
 Gurdjieff, Views from the Real World, p. 149 

10
 Look at Meetings with Remarkable Men, p. 194, where the word “name” is repeated nine times in six short 

paragraphs.  Not surprisingly, this chapter, titled “Ekim Bey,” has to do with a magician, one concerned with secular 

powers.   
11

 According to the eminent musicologist, Andrew Barker, the sources relied upon by Ps-Plutarch trace the 

enigmatic nomos, i.e.,“names,” as far back as the seventh century, B.C., back to the pure modal period of ancient 

Greece.  Barker reports that the word nomos is used, in a musical framework, by Pindar, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and 

admits that its basis in literary usage is obscure.  Plato, in Laws, connects the word nomoi [literally, “laws”] with the 

stringed instrument, the kithara, and writes as if these laws were the only kind.   
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from the lap, the sex organs are exposed and man realizes his naked condition.  In 

the current scenario, the removal of the “lap robe” must surely involve the X, the 

“cornerstone,” as well as the rest of the outer boxes forming the “shell” around 

the top and left-hand perimeter of the square.   
 

 

At this point I find it more than a mere curiosity that the O (zero) and X together 

spell “OX,” a word which refers to an adult castrated male of common domestic 

cattle. To castrate is to surgically remove the testicles from the male animal, that 

sacrifice which ensures that its powers of procreation are curtailed.  When the 

edges are removed from the hexadecimal chart, what remains is the 16 x 16 

square.   

In the Christian tradition, the symbol X stands for the Greek letter Chi, the first 

letter of the Greek word Χριστός, which in English is "Christ.”  In Roman numerals 

it represents the number 10.     

The numbers 16 and 10 take us back to “Mary’s number,” 26.  But I have already 

written a book, and it’s getting time to think about Christmas Eve, that time of 

Celebration when the Presence arrive(s).   
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III. MERRY CHRISTMAS DAY CARD  

 
And Monday (Christmas) morning it is!  The first thing I saw on the computer 

screen was the title of the video, “Merry Christmas from Jerusalem, the capital of 

Israel!”  It was from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was saying, “For 

those of you who come to Israel, I’m going to take a guided tour. In fact, I’ll be 

your guide on this guided tour.” 

The message seemed somehow prescient for several reasons.   

For one thing, the city of Jerusalem is considered by several world religions to be 

the holiest city on Earth.  The American President, only a couple of weeks earlier, 

had provoked a great deal of controversy by announcing his decision to recognize 

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.  It would include moving the U.S. embassy from Tel 

Aviv to Jerusalem.  The majority of leaders around the world viewed Trump’s call 

as potentially explosive, a danger to world peace, a provocation to World War III.   

I found the situation very suspicious.   

The Holy City has been a magnet for dissention and endless warfare for millennia, 

so why would Trump purposely stir up a hornet’s nest?  What, really, was the 

purpose of such a political move?   

The relocation (shown by the arrow) would shift the focus from the edge of the 

country to the more central region.  Tel Aviv was “outer,” Jerusalem was “inner.”   
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The words “outer” and “inner” caused me to recall the final chapter in Gurdjieff’s 

third series of writings, Life is Real Only Then, When I Am.  Here Gurdjieff speaks 

about “misunderstandings” and “the possibility of solving the chief problem of 

our existence.”  Only then, from the understanding of what is meant by “The 

Outer and Inner World of Man” (the title of this last chapter of the book) is it 

possible to solve the “problem of the prolongation of human life.”  The meaning 

of this subject “is entirely lacking in the mentation of contemporary people.”12   

Suddenly the words, “the prolongation of human life,” seemed addressed not 

only to individuals, but to the whole of the human race, to whether or not it 

would be possible for it to survive what some were saying was the coming 

inevitable holocaust, Armageddon.  Solving the problem of the prolongation of 

human life meant preventing mankind’s extinction from the face of the earth!  No 

wonder Gurdjieff termed it “the chief problem of our existence!”   

 

The grave and threatening global connotations were real.  But to assert that 

mankind’s racial prolongation hinged upon whether or not the capital of Israel 

was moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem?  Absurd!  Nonetheless, I was feeling afraid 

that it might be true.   

 

What on earth was really going on here?   

 

For another thing, I was startled by Netanyahu’s offer of “a guided tour,” and 

moreover that he himself would serve as the “guide.”  For a musician, that guide 

is that nearly legendary monk, Guido, whose very name suggests his raison d’etre.  

Guido guided his followers up that musical “stairway” called the grand staff, a 

structure of lines and spaces whose intended purpose was to preserve the order 

of sounding pitches, prolonging them over time.   

Clearly the importance of the staff concerns preserving data for posterity.  This 

data that needs preserving must be harmonic data.  Harmonics are sound 

vibrations.  Sounds are notoriously short-lived, transitory.  Having sounded, they 

                                                           
12

 Gurdjieff, Life is Real Only Then, When I Am, p. 143 
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disappear quickly and are lost forever.  Sounds, one might say, contain very little 

time.  The musical staff is the apparatus designed to preserve sound over time. 

Today, it is common knowledge that there are 21 notes on the grand staff, 

separated into three groups of heptachords: Group I, Group II, and Group III.  

Each group is composed of the seven musical letters: G A B C D E F.  In plain sight 

the grand staff sets out the two cosmic laws: the law of three and the law of 

seven.  

 

No question the implementation of the staff system has assured the sustainable 

development of musical scales.   

In the political arena, there is that document titled “Agenda 21,” which, according 

to Wikipedia, is a “non-binding, voluntary implemented action plan of the United 

Nations with regard to sustainable development.”   

 

Presumably the “21” refers to the 21st century.  The 300-page document is a 

product of the UN Conference on Environment and Development, set in place in 

1992 to be executed at local, national, and global levels.  Opposition to Agenda 21 

has increased in the United States over the past several decades.  Some states 

have even prohibited governmental participation and banned it, calling it “erosive 

of American sovereignty.”  Activists (some associated with the Republican Tea 

Party movement) say it is a conspiracy, a trick to deprive individuals of property 

rights.  The plan, contrary to what was stated in the document, was actually a 

design to delimit freedom and ensure involuntary entrapment.  In 2012 political 
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pundit Glenn Beck wrote a dystopian novel, Agenda 21, satirizing the trap.  For 

the Tea Party activists, no question that within Agenda 21 an invidious hidden 

agenda was concealed.   

Again, what on earth was really going on here? 

For a third thing, the name of Israel’s Prime Minister was “Netanyahu.”  The word 

“yahu” was said by some Jewish scholars to be the shortened form of God’s holy 

name.  And “net,” to my admittedly unique way of thinking, was a reference to 

the previously mentioned 4 x 4 square, where the three systems (binary, decimal, 

and hexadecimal) worked together harmoniously (that is, they operated in 

accordance with the harmonic series) in “one house.”   

HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

C  
1 

0001 

C 
2 

0010 

G 
3 

0011 

C 
4 

0100 

E 
5 

0101 

G 
6 

0110 

Bb 
7 

0111 

C 
8 

1000 

D 
9 

1001 

E 
10 

1010 

F# 
11 

1011 

G 
12 

1100 

A 
13 

1101 

Bb 
14 

1110 

B 
15 

1111 

C 
16 

10000 

The most, most holy House in the world, for Jews and Christians and Muslims, is 

the holy temple, located on the Temple Mount in the holy city of Jerusalem.  The 

whole world is wreathed in the blood of the three wrathful nations, ever-warring 

with one another over who owns this hallowed place.   

From my previous studies I had come to associate the “royal house” with the 

Egyptian goddess Nephthys, whose title was “Mistress of the House.”  She was 

the consort of the god Set.  The name Set hints of “seven,” the seven alphabetical 
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letters A through G, and thus a linkage to the hexadecimal system.  The other 

family members, Isis and Osiris (the I and 0), whose dual relationship as 

sister/brother, and wife/husband, is reflected in both the binary and decimal 

counting systems.   

Do you see how the four letters, S-I-O-N, are a shortened form for the names of 

the gods, an anagram for “Set-Isis-Osiris-Nephthys?”  Another name for this 

House is the Priory (or, in the French language, Prieure).  In other words, the royal 

house is the Priory of Sion.  The word Sion is the French translation of Zion, the 

oft-used place name for Jerusalem.  Undeniably, the Priory of Sion is an 

organization of a most suspicious nature.   

Before continuing, I might mention the anti-Semitic pamphlet published in Russia 

at the end of the 19th century, the infamous “Protocols of the Elders of Zion.”  The 

Protocols have been deemed an out-and-out forgery.  Nevertheless, they have 

continued to be published and translated over the last century.  The reason 

concerns the Bolshevik Revolution, and the ensuing “Red Terror” which was led 

by covert Jews (Lenin and Trotsky were Jewish), and their crimes against 

humanity, including the monstrous gulag concentration camps which were 

created in Russia after the 1917 revolution.  In these camps the workers worked 

more than fourteen hours a day, carrying stones, sawing down trees, going 

without sleep, working in all kinds of weather without respite. The labor camps 

escalated during Stalin’s reign, their agenda following that of the Protocols of 

Zion. The document itself purports to be a record of meetings held in secret by 

Jews whose fabricated aim was to control the world.13   

It is difficult to avoid associations.  I was remembering the title of a book 

published by P. D. Ouspensky, called A Record of Meetings, which records 

meetings he held with pupils between the years of 1930 and 1947.  The extracts, 

presumably taken verbatim, set out the principles of the system he devised, 

which include both the nature of man and the nature of the world, the way they 

work.    

                                                           
13
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The picture on the book cover (published by the Library of Alexandria) somehow 

reminded me of the terrible biblical god Moloch, the idolatrous Eater, in whose 

fiery belly were consumed the innumerable unsuspecting victims.  The sacrificial 

offerings were humans, and of those, Moloch preferred the tender flesh of 

children.  The word “Moloch” is synonymous with an unconscious, conscienceless 

mechanism; a terrible, unstoppable, merciless, ungodly machine; an Automaton 

that runs on the fuel provided by man’s suffering and death.  More and more lives 

are required, more prey must be mutilated and killed, to appease the immense 

hunger of the bloody monster.   

14 

So here I was, envisioning the House of Prayer as the 4 x 4 musical matrix.  The 

musicological term, “mol” (soft), according to the dry academic textbook 

definition, concerns “tetra[four]chord formation.”  However, unbeknownst to the 

scholars (whose powers or reason are usually as arid as the barren desert sands), 

this tetrachord is the “wet” female whose body “houses” the harmonic series.  In 

scientific terms, the 4 x 4 square grid operates like the original rechargeable “wet 

cell battery.” This cellular receptacle carries the load. 15  Her formation is the very 

“embodiment” of the mysterious Priory of Sion.   
                                                           
14

 By Unknown - Johann Lund, Die alten jüdischen Heiligthümer., p. 564, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=56187198 
15

 A 1600-watt inverter on full load at 12 volts using thick cables of 1- or 2-gauge wire can pull 133 amps.  The 

numbers are inherently “musical.”   
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What she embodies is the harmonic overtone series, from C1 to C16.  No question 

the harmonics adhere to “protocol” (defined as “a plan of invariant rules to be 

followed”).  There is nothing more automatic, more mechanical than harmonics.  

Moreover, these tones act in secret, as “undertones,” that is, they work below the 

threshold of man’s perceptions, as the “Threshold Foundation.”  As far as man’s 

senses are concerned, these vibrations can only be reasoned to exist.  I thought of 

“a priori,” an adverb meaning “an idea based on theoretical reasoning rather than 

empirical observation.”  Yes, exactly.  The Protocols of the Priory of Sion.   

 

How curious that the slang word for “prostitute,” or “gangster’s girl fiend” is 

“mol” or “moll,” a shortened form of “Molly” which is itself the familiar for 

“Mary.”  In biblical terms Mary Magdalene is the prostitute, the unregenerate 

woman, that is, a female who does not “regenerate progeny.”   

Remember, the goddess Nephthys herself is “Mistress of the House.”  A 

“mistress” is childless.  Maybe she is only a young girl, sweet sixteen, never been 

kissed.  Or maybe she is a contrarian and prefers remaining childless.  Gurdjieff 

refers to such a woman as a prostitute, one who cares only for pleasure and 

enjoyment and shirks her being-duty.   

A woman with such a nature of course does not wish to fulfill the 

obligations of a genuine woman-mother, and in view of the fact that being 

a prostitute enables her just to do nothing and to experience great 

pleasure, there is gradually formed in her both in her nature and in the 

‘passive consciousness’ proper to her a factor for the irresistible urge to be 

a woman-female.16 

The dichotomous aspect—the female/harlot and the woman/mother—is a theme 

found in writings all over the world, including the Sumerian, Hindu, and Christian, 

as well as the Egyptian and pagan Greek.  The idea that a goddess, in ancient 

mythologies, can be a whore poses little threat to our contemporary beliefs; 

however, taking that same idea into the modern Judeo-Christian world engenders 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
16

 Beelzebub’s Tales, p. 985 
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intense emotional reaction.  Today’s popularized version of this theme (as found, 

for instance, in the two runaway bestsellers Holy Blood, Holy Grail, and The Da 

Vinci Code) cashes in on the emotional fervor by stirring up the idea almost to the 

point of hysteria.   

The frenzy comes from the proposal that the harlot, Mary Magdalene, is the 

woman who becomes the wife of Jesus and mother of his earthly child.  It is from 

Saint Mary Magdalene’s lineage that the royal bloodline is carried into the 

present age, down through the Merovingian dynasty of kings, the Habsburgs and 

European dynasties, and on to that shadowy and mysterious secret society, the 

Prieure of Sion.   

The subsequent debunking of the modern Priory of Sion (Zion) does nothing to 

diminish the fact that the heretofore unknown organization was brought 

suddenly into international prominence.  The vast majority (who never before had 

even considered the possibility of secret societies or encoded information or an 

underground stream) became either ardent supporters or vocal deniers of the 

Priory of Sion, but few remained neutral to the topic.   

 

Not only individuals but world governments and even the Vatican got themselves 

involved in the murky issues surrounding the Priory.  What an ideal “legominism”!  

How better to preserve crucial information than to make it the subject of 

controversy and scandal!   

 

On the one hand, the liberal contingent of academic scholars was determined to 

debunk the mysticism which might wet the pages of their dry decaying tomes.  On 

the other hand, the conservative clerics and religious, equally determined to 

retain their petrified stance, were angry and aghast by what the popularized 

books suggested: the indecent proposition that Jesus, the Son of God, had 

married the reformed whore Mary Magdalene, and that the two had produced a 

blood heir, an idea akin to blasphemy.   

 

The syllable “blas” and the next syllable “phe” are related to the embryo its early 

development in the uterus.   You may find the link too preposterous to take 
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seriously.  Don’t be too quick to dismiss the idea.  You may agree with my 

consensus when you consider the following biological information.  

  

An embryo which has developed in the uterus for five to seven days after 

fertilization is called a “blastocyst.”  The blastocyst is a hollow ball of cells, 

specifically 16 cells.  These sixteen cells, the result of a series of “cleavages,” begin 

to resemble a mulberry, and hence is given the name “morula” (Lat., morus, 

mulberry).  Now consider that the word Zion, which first appears in 2 Samuel 5:7, 

originally referred to Mount Zion, alternately called Moriah, a word whose root is 

too similar to morus to dismiss as mere coincidence.   

 

Now think of the nursery rhyme, “Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush.”  What 

are these innocent children’s songs actually revealing if not the crucial 

information concerned with the origins of life itself, and how everything living is 

contained within a body, a cell.   

 

In his ordinary state, man cannot escape from his time-limited cellular-body 

consciousness.  For ordinary man, the cell is a prison cell, or cage, that traps 

organic life.  To escape from the harmonic prison, one would need to move 

through seemingly impenetrable solid walls.  Such superhuman powers demand a 

higher (inner) consciousness, bringing awareness of faster vibrations of the 

molecular states continuously going on within the cells.  This “inner” does not 

exist for him, and therefore higher states do not even provoke curiosity.   

A higher finer consciousness would know by means of internal penetration into 

objects rather than by external perception of objects.  Such a consciousness would 

be a “key,” a means of escape from the seemingly impenetrable cellular prison 

world.   

I thought of the Tarot card, number XXI, “The World.”   

At the four corners were the eagle, lion, bull, and man, said to represent the four 

beasts of the Apocalypse, or alternatively, the four apostles: Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John.   
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At the center was the “naked, dancing figure of a beautiful young woman,” as 

Ouspensky wrote in his book, The Symbolism of the Tarot.  “What does it mean?” 

he asked in wonder.   

‘It is the image of the world,’ the voice said, ‘but it can be understood only 

after the Temple has been entered.  This is a vision of the world in the circle 

of Time, amidst the four principles. But thou seest differently because thou 

seest the world outside thyself. 

The female figure in the center took on the appearance of the Marian apparition.  

What looked like a wreath surrounded her.  Perhaps this wreath was made of 

basil leaves, symbolic of a house.  Perhaps it symbolized her House, the Basilica, 

traditionally the place where the sacred emblem of the cross was stored for safe-

keeping.   

The word “basil” at the root of “basilica” is the Greek word meaning “royal 

house.”  In the Catholic world, the Basilica is the church building that has been 

accorded the special dispensation of “the House of the Lord.” Traditionally, the 

Holy Night Procession, which carries the Holy Cross adorned with basil, blesses 

the Four Corners of the Holy Church, signifying the sanctification of the world by 

the Holy Spirit: Dominus Sanctus Spiritus.  

The most, most holy House in the world, for Jews and Christians and Muslims, is 

located on the Temple Mount in the holy city of Jerusalem.  It is true that the 

world is wreathed in the blood of the wrathful religions, ever-warring with one 

another over who has ownership of the House of Prayer.   
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IV. MERRY POST CHRISTMAS CARD 

 
Even without Netanyahu’s guided tour I knew that the Old City of Jerusalem was 

divided into four quadrants.  Each quadrant had its own customs and traditions 

and systems of languaging—Jewish, Muslim, Christian, and Armenian.  I knew that 

the Christian faction was composed of two sections (since Armenians are also 

Christians).  The Holy City of Zion was emblematic of the holy cross itself.   

 
And the most, most sacred place in the whole of Jerusalem, the one shared by all, 

was the Temple Mount, said to be the “crossroads” of the three monotheistic 

religions (Jews, Muslims, Christians).  The problem is that no one today can 

pinpoint its exact location.   

 

The Jews say it lies to the West and point to the Wailing Wall.  The Muslims think 

it lies to the East and point to the Dome of the Rock.  The Christians place it 

outside of town and point to the hill of Golgotha.  Well, where is it?  Where is the 

“real” Temple Mount?   

 

In my view the holy place was located somewhere on the central square itself, the 

result of the “crossroads.”    
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The 4 x 4 template pinpointed the secret location.  Or did it?  

For Jews, the location of the Mount was the Western Wall, so called because it 

contained (and purportedly still contains) remnants of the stone retaining wall on 

the Mount where the original Temple (built by King Solomon in the tenth century 

B. C.) stood, before it was destroyed by the Babylonian hoards in 397 B. C.  Here, 

on the left bank, was the foundation stone, the Holy of Holies, from which was 

created the world, and this same stone sanctified the place where Abraham was 

willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac.  I saw this Jewish part as controlled by the 

bass clef, the hard (dur), masculine, left-hand-left-brain side, concerned with the 

Law and with Jew-dicial matters.  Instrumentally speaking, the left side 

represented the low-pitched voice of the double bass.  

For Muslims, the Temple Mount (the Noble Sanctuary) was the location where 

the Prophet Mohammad ascended to heaven on the back of a winged horse in 

“the Miraculous Night Journey.”  This event is commemorated by the shrine 

known as “the Dome of the Rock” which allegedly holds the sacred foundation 

stone.  This “Eastern” quadrant represented the intuitive right-hand-right-brain 

side.  In my dreamy state I saw this holy domicile as the softer (mol), rounder, 

feminine nature, defined by the treble clef sign, the sign for the high-pitched 

voice of the violin.   

For Christians, the Temple Mount is central to the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and 

resurrection.  On the hill of Calvary, at the place called Golgotha, stands the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, said to contain his tomb.  This sacred site is jointly 

managed by Christians and Armenian sects.  Naturally I thought of this central site 

as the C-clef, which is jointly used by lower-voiced instruments (e.g., cello) and 

higher-voiced instruments (e.g., viola); and depending upon which instrument is 

using it at any given time, it is called either the “tenor” or the “alto” clef, 

respectively.   
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In my (admittedly unique) musical conception, the two Christian factions 

sometimes squabbled like opposite-sexed siblings.  Nonetheless, at heart they 

loved one another, since they both stemmed from the lineage defined by the one 

C-clef sign.  Their respective positions on the staff (either as “alto” or “tenor” clef) 

determined the placement of the tonic.  In dire contrast, the Jews and Muslims, 

defined by the very different and very oppositional bass and treble clef signs, 

battled constantly.      

         

F-clef (bass) C-clef  G-clef (treble) 
Subdominant Tonic  Dominant 
Jews  Christians Muslims 

 

You can see what is meant by “loving one another” if you visualize this C-clef.  

First, view it in the usual way. 

 

Then imagine it as if the bottom is brought around and connected to the top.  Do 

you see the stylized heart-shape? The heart is the symbol of love.  

 

This very configuration is found in the African Akan language of Ghana.  In that 

special language (the “peacock language,” as it is sometimes called), this figure is 

associated with the proverb, “Se wo were fi na wosankofa a yenkyi," which 

translates as: "It is not wrong to go back for that which you have forgotten."17   

 

                                                           
17

 In recent times, this heart symbol has become a widely used African Adinkra symbol used in jewelry, clothing, 
and tattoos.   
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What we have forgotten, on our ordinary configuration of the grand staff, quite 

literally, is our heart part.   

The heart is the center, where there is no north, south, east, or west, “and no 

religion, too” (as the Beatles’ song put it).  I remembered the words of Galatians 

3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 

male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  It was not an idea that 

originated with the Christians. 

In my strange mental state, almost like a dream, I was envisioning a map.  

The instrumental pitch ranges of the four stringed instruments (violin, viola, cello, 

bass) defined the four map directions: the latitudes of West/East, and the 

longitudes of North/South.  The East (female, mother, Muslim) and West (male, 

father, Jew) were the two ends of the X stick (X-plus, and X-minus).  The 

North/South lineage were the two Christian factions at the two opposite ends of 

the Y stick, the son and daughter.  As for which end was which, I had no idea.  The 

crossing of the X-Y axis on the flat plane grid produced four equal quadrants 

defined by angles of 90 degrees.   

Then I saw it.   

 

This “Z-line,” coming in like a bolt of lightning, surged in between the Xs and Ys at 

what appeared to be the angle of 45 degrees, from a flatlander’s perspective.  At 

first it just looked like a dot.  And then this little dot began to get bigger, bigger, 

bigger!  Its massive weight stretched the net, causing the warp and woof of the 

fabric to take on the appearance of an oval shape.   
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From the higher angle of the dream-perspective, I could see how the Z-line was 

the zygote.  Zooming in “from outside,” it had penetrated the hole (O), and that 

perforation signaled the gravid uterus!  The woman has conceived!  She is with 

child!  In my conception, I realized that “inflation” concerned the now-Olympic-

sized ovum!  (Keep in mind that scientists have no idea what causes inflation).18 

In scientific jargon, the zygote is the fertilized ovum.  The name comes from the 

Greek, meaning “joined” or “yoked.”   It is conceived from the “event” between 

the two haploid cells (the word “haploid” is used to mean the cell having only one 

set of chromosomes, X or Y).   

Throughout time, the fertilized egg (ovum  Lat. “egg,” the female germ cell) has 

long been cause for rejoicing, hence the word “ovation” ( Lat. ovare, rejoice, 

exult).  The function of eggs (ova) is to produce new life.  There is no “higher” 

meaning or purpose for an egg: otherwise, it is only ordinary food for earthly 

creatures.   

Here, at center city, was the holiest part.  The matrix was Mary herself, the ten 

crossed lines and sixteen spaces, marking out the number 26, “Mary’s Number.”  

And even more inner was the little dot at dead center.  I noted in my mind that it 

might represent the number 27.   

 

In Beelzebub’s Tales, the number 27 relates to the 27 bottles of “old Calvados” 

about which Gurdjieff wrote on the final two pages of “From the Author.”  The 

                                                           

18 The current Inflation Theory begins with the Big Bang, which posits that in the beginning was the 

Singularity.  For some inexplicable reason it exploded, forming into the particulate matter of our stars 

and suns and planets and moons.  As the scientists themselves admit, they don’t know what banged or 

why it banged, or if something else might have existed before the Bang that had something to do with it.  

Some surmise that perhaps there were two previously-existing universes that came too close, banged 

together, and the two colliding worlds resulted in the violent explosion that created our known 

universe.  Ever since that momentous beginning, said to have happened 13.7 billion years ago (according 

to data received by the 1989 COBE and 2001 WMAP satellites, and further verified by later probes), the 

universe has continued to expand, inflating gnomonically from that primal “singularity.”   
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buried “divine super-most-heavenly-nectar,” all 27 bottles of it, was found in a pit, 

“buried in all probability by monks who lived nearby, far from worldly temptations, 

for the salvation of their souls.”  Its recovery by “hands worthy of understanding the 

meaning of such things” (Gurdjieff’s) stimulated “the owner of these hands 

praiseworthily to sustain and assist the better transmission to the next generation of 

the meaning of the ideals on which the co-operation of these monks was founded.”  

Gurdjieff implies that he first drank twelve bottles of this “splendid liquid,” and 

would “s-l-o-w-l-y drink the still remaining fifteen bottles during his month’s rest, 

during which time he would write “positively nothing.”   

The number 27 clearly relates to the interim period of time after the completion of 

the first series (which concerned the body) and before the beginning of the second 

series of his writings (which relate to the soul).  The number 27, squared, is 729, a 

number that relates to the fine structure constant (.00729), which when inverted, 

becomes 137, which is too suspiciously similar to the explosion causing the birth of 

the universe 1.37 billion years ago.  The whole (hole) thing requires a discussion of 

its own, but later.  The fine structure constant is pure, dimensionless.  One might call 

it the “heart without measure.” The Oracle of Apollo reportedly said: “Once you 

have touched it there is no division; no tearing your heart away.  For it knows no 

separation.”   

Suffice to say for now that, according to the primordial tradition, everything 

existing in the finite world is a product of the crossing.  The special dispensation 

for a man, unlike the animals, is that he can attain to the centrality, affording the 

“primordial state of existence.”   

In far-Eastern cultures, the “True Man” is the one who has found integration at 

the center point, and thus escapes from the monster Moloch, and the endless 

rounds of recurrence, of eating and being eaten.   

 

 

 


